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It is with pleasure that I present the March 2019 edition of Probus West.  It is my hope that 
you will enjoy this edition and find the stories interesting.   

ALL clubs, city and country, are invited to submit their news-either by email or post.  Text is 
to be in word format and preferably less than 300 words with photographs as jpegs.  Please 
do not send your story as a pdf. 	

EDITOR:  TRISH FLOYD, 103A STOCK ROAD, ATTADALE WA 6156 

EMAIL:   rpfloyd@westnet.com.au 

JUNE EDITION CLOSES ON 15TH MAY 2019 

Private and confidential for Probus use only and not to be used for any other purpose 

COMBINED PROBUS CLUB OF MANDURAH VISIT TO THE BLUE MOUNTAINS AND 
HAWKESBURY RIVER 

At the end of October, seventeen of us flew to Sydney to enjoy six days of sightseeing around the Blue 
Mountains and Hawkesbury River areas. There were twelve of our members who were joined by five others 
to make the trip viable.  The first night was spent in an airport hotel, where we enjoyed a nice dinner and 
got to know our fellow travellers. The next morning our coach arrived and we set off for the Blue Mountains. 
We had a fabulous coach driver, David, who was very knowledgeable and witty in his commentary. We 
were very fortunate with the weather and enjoyed splendid views of the wonderful scenery. There were two 
nights spent in the Blue Mountains; the motel itself was adequate but the adjoining restaurant left a lot to be 
desired. It was so bad it was actually funny and we all managed to laugh about it and not let it dampen our 
spirits. On the Wednesday we made our way to the Hawkesbury River area and stayed at Wisemans 
Retreat, a delightful place for our last three nights. We thoroughly enjoyed touring this area, doing a couple 
of boat trips, which were very interesting and again we were blessed with wonderful weather. Many thanks 
to Bob Tyndall for his organisation and leadership.  

	



2018 SOUTH WEST GET TOGETHER HOSTED BY THE PROBUS CLUB OF EATON INC. 

                 
Fourteen Probus Clubs attended the 2018 South 
West Get Together held at the Eaton Sports Club on 
October 18th. It was an early start for clubs needing 
to travel quite a distance to attend. The delegates 
arrived to a nicely presented, bright and airy venue 
and were signed in. Our ladies at the registration 
table were kept busy with a constant stream of 
arrivals. The noise and chatter level increased as 
delegates caught up with Probian friends, browsed 
the raffle prizes, bought tickets and took some time 
to speak to and acknowledge our sponsors. Mandy 
Cooper representing Villa Carlotta Travel, Syd 
Cabban representing Telstra and Andrew Marshall 
representing RSM were able be present but 
unfortunately the other sponsor Mandurah Mobility, 
was not able to be with us. 

Once at their respective tables most people were 
delighted to find the potted succulent plants that 
had been lovingly nurtured by Allan and Maureen 
Worthington for months to be ready for the day.  It 
was a big commitment by Allan and Maureen and 
was a gesture that was well received and 
appreciated. 

After the official welcome by President Dorothy 
the day’s activities commenced with a lively game 
that was an excellent icebreaker to put everyone 
in the spirit of things to come. After the next game 
we realized that it was already morning tea time 
with another opportunity to continue the 
Friendship theme.  

Following morning tea we were treated to a 
medley of songs by the Sing Australia Bunbury 
group; three of the group being our own Eaton 
members. We appreciated the effort the group 
undertook to attend as it an inconvenient time for 
many of them. 

While the choir was packing up and leaving we 
extended the Probus fellowship theme by moving 
one person from each table to another table to 
meet and get to know more about people they 
may not have met otherwise, before returning to 
their original table to share what they had learnt.  

Kerry Shardlow from The Probus Club of Eaton 
acknowledged our club's three nonagenarians 
present on the day and those from other clubs. 

John Geohegan from the Combined Mandurah Club reminded everyone that the SWGT 2019 is being hosted 
by their club and encouraged us all to attend. They are in the very early stages of the planning and we will be 
notified as they progress as to what we can expect on the day. 

There were more fun games and socializing before lunch. The lucky dip sold out very quickly and raffles were 
drawn before Syd took control of the microphone, and with Mandy as his sidekick, they announced the 
winners of  the Villa prizes and the Telstra prize of a Google Mini Home. 
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The Attendance Trophy was initiated last year and was 
won this year by the Manjimup Probus Club. Their 
President, Ian Jones came forward to accept the trophy 
on behalf of their club. 

 After a quick game of Heads and Tails it was time for 
some more entertainment.  

Our own Ian Farrell with Robbie Murie on guitar sang a 
comical version of "Side by Side" before continuing the 
humour with "The Remember Song" These were both 
well received if the laughter level was what they were 
being judged by. 

There were two more games, splat the rat and 
balancing a very light ball on two pool noodles, both 
games creating much merriment. Time was getting 
away with us so we had to wrap it up allowing the 
travellers time to start their journey home. 

The feedback has been very positive but as with most 
events hindsight is good tool for improvement next 
time. Thank you one and all for making the Probus 
motto "Fellowship, Friendship and Fun" to a new level.  



 
	 
 

 
 

 
 

 

BOORAGOON MEN’S CLUB VISITS THE ROYAL 
FLYING DOCTOR BASE 

Most Australians would be well aware of the essential and marvellous 
work performed by the Royal Flying Doctor Service. However, it is 
most enlightening to learn of the dedication, complexity and expense 
involved in this  not for profit endeavour.  In November, 44 members 
and partners of the WA Booragoon Men's Club visited the RFDS 
centre located at Jandakot. Initially we had a most informative 
introduction, supported by video, to the extent of the operation, the 
training required and the funding needed for the specialised equipment 
required. Despite the contribution provided through government 
sources, a very considerable sum is required from various fund raising 
efforts and donations. We learned that in one year, 7,556,000 
kilometres was flown over WA's immense 2,500.000 square 
kilometres. In this time, 8,535 patients were flown, 15,413 attended 
clinics and there were 44,286 Telehealth consultations  This required 5 
Aero Medical Operating facilities, 17 RFDS aircraft, 1,896 Health care 
clinics and, of course all the highly trained doctors, nurses, pilots and 
operational staff. WA RFDS is currently awaiting arrival of new jet 
aircraft which will assist with the time required to operate over such 
vast distances. 
 
Following the introduction, we had escorted visits to various 
operational areas  including the complex operational centre which co-
ordinated all aspects including allocation of aircraft (including their 
necessary servicing every 3 weeks), medical and piloting staff etc. On 
conclusion of this first rate visit, all attending then enjoyed a good 
lunch at the nearby Royal Aero Club Cafe. Outings Officer Alan Marsh 
who arranged the visit and Merv Peters who supervised it on the day 
are to be congratulated on such a successful and informative trip. 
Photos show those attending and the high-tech Operational Centre. 

Members of The Probus Club of Attadale and partners 
enjoyed a happy Christmas lunch at Byford. 
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MENS’ CLUB OF BOORAGOON CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS 

On 19th December, 97 members and partners of the Men's Club 
of Booragoon (WA) celebrated their annual Christmas luncheon in 
a beautiful location. 
 
We returned after some years, to the Swan Yacht Club on the 
banks of our picturesque Swan River. This venue has had a major 
refurbishment and enjoys a new kitchen. dining rooms, panoramic 
views and the benefit of new amenities such as a lift. 
 
Everyone enjoyed a traditional fare and special dietary 
requirements were well catered for. During the function a popular 
raffle was held with all proceeds being returned to members. 
 
Our Welfare Officer, Ron Hetherington, provided hilarious 
entertainment by way of song, jokes and dance with his dancing 
partner Mrs. Scrubber. 
 
The successful event was organised by a small sub committee of 
Paul, Merv & Jan and Mel & Pat. 

 
 
THE LADIES 
PROBUS CLUB OF 
BOORAGOON 
 
 
 
Some of our members 
enjoying breakfast on 
Wednesday at Denadas 
Cafe in Mt Pleasant.  We 
picked a lovely mild 
morning and it was nice 
sitting under the trees. 
 



 
 

 
 

 

2018 EATON PROBUS MEMBERS’ 
MELBOURNE CUP LUNCH 

Twenty Eaton Probus members and 5 guests 
including members from 2 other clubs, arrived at the 
Bail's in anticipation of the event that stops the 
Nation.  The guests were each greeted with a 
champagne cocktail on arrival to set the mood for 
the activities to follow.  

 It was quite a dress up affair and the ladies looked 
very elegant with an interesting array of hats and 
fascinators. They were matched by the men looking 
very smart in their best attire and hats, which were 
typical of Melbourne Cup standard. 

The weather was less than ideal after starting off 
quite bright, so when it clouded over, and a cold 
wind picked up, there was a mad dash to move to 
the shelter of the veranda and the heater. By the 
time the big race was all over we were able put the 
luncheon spread on a table outside again. A 
delicious array of assorted food had been provided 
by those attending, and some of the crowd even 
braved the cool and sat outside again to eat their 
lunch. 

President Dorothy had some activities planned for 
the afternoon, the highlight being a "Mystery Race". 
This was the running of a black and white 1959 
Melbourne Cup with 26 runners and was won by 
MacDougal. The rider had only picked up the ride at 
the last minute as it had been declined by another 
preferred jockey. The race was worth the 
princely sum of $6000, a far cry from the 2018 
stakes.  

Ian Farrell was our onsite bookie and he looked 
after the sweeps. Interestingly he drew the winner 
for the 2018 Melbourne Cup and his wife Paula won 
the 1959 cup re-run sweep. however, it was all was 
above board and out in the open as our bookie 
came highly recommended for his honesty!  

Later there were some keen starters and fierce completion for the quoits and horse shoe tossing. Despite it 
being harder than it looked, Lesley M was the clear winner with Shani S in second place. although she did have 
to share that placing with Ken S and Max M.  Jan H did not have a win in the sweeps but was determined to 
show her ability by jumping astride one of the props and cantering across the turf.  

The day finished with some of the ladies already planning their hat for next year's event. 
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POLICE DETECTOR DOG VISITS FREMANTLE PROBUS 

The Canine Section started in 1993 with two police officers and two German Shepherd dogs. Their training 
was in New Zealand as it was at the time the best training facility. Today there are 3 Sergeants, 4 training 
officers, 22 general dog teams, 9 narcotic detection teams, 4 passive alert detection teams and 3 explosive 
detection teams. All training is done in WA. The dog breeds used are German and Dutch Shepherds, 
Labradors and Springer Spaniels. 

We were fortunate that the white Labrador Police Detector dog Grover brought his handler Senior 
Constable Mitch Rowe to visit us at the Fremantle Sailing Club. Liquor Licensing laws do not allow dogs to 
be in licensed premises such as the Fremantle Sailing Club buildings and this rule was originally framed to 
prevent dog fights in pubs. The exception to this law is of course guide dogs and working police dogs. Our 
members left their narcotics and banknotes (the lucky ones who have banknotes) home to avoid a working 
police dog. The demonstration was held outdoors in the delightful barbecue area. The day was considered 

a social outing even though we were at “home”. 

The dogs are bought as de-sexed pups from the Victorian Border Force and 
are given initial training at the Maylands Canine Section headquarters. They 
are allocated to a handler and generally stay with that handler for life. Should 
the handler be transferred to another section, a new handler and the dog are 
retrained. Upon the retirement of the dog, the handler has the option to “adopt” 
it and take it home.  

Grover is an active narcotics and currency detector dog. Active indicates that 
on locating of the target, Grover will paw the location, even if it is in the pocket 
of an offender. Passive dogs are used in crowded areas and they sit upon 
locating the target. The dogs receive some training before being allocated to a 
handler where further training occurs. All training is based on the natural 
instincts of the dog and being rewarded by playing with the handler and 
receiving their favourite toy. It is seen on TV where a fierce police dog will 
bring down an armed criminal and then start to joyfully play a game of keeping 
off with their toy and the handler.  

Their training consists of the target item being in a bucket with their toy on top. They associate finding the 
target in order to be able to play with their toy. Grover is trained to find $50 notes, the favoured currency of 
criminals, both uncirculated (new) and circulated (used) as they smell differently. When a new narcotic 
comes on the market the dogs are trained to smell it. An officer at the Maylands Canine Section 
headquarters is authorized to store and give a sample to the handlers to train their dogs. A new pup costs 
$5,000 and about $45,000 is spent to train a dog, taking into account the wages of the handler. 
 
We had an unscheduled demonstration of the importance of play to the dogs. Guest Speaker Officer Rex 
was using a hand held microphone to introduce Mitch and Grover. During this time Grover was standing 
placidly next to Mitch. When it was time for Mitch to give his presentation, Rex threw the microphone to 
Mitch. Grover thought that it was a toy and excitedly sprang into action eagerly trying to get the 
microphone. 

There were 27 members and friends who thoroughly enjoyed the demonstration. Our Guest Speaker 
Officer aims to get speakers who both educate and entertain and Senior Constable Mitch and Grover 
completely fulfilled that aim. A chef prepared barbecue lunch was enjoyed by 22 Members.                                               

 

 



 

MANJIMUP PROBUS CLUB took a bus to Karri Valley Resort in Pemberton to have our end of year celebration 
Christmas Lunch.   Forty three members attended and we were given a delightful three course meal, which was 
washed down with a few ales or wines and soft drinks.   

The view out over the lake was admired by all and it was peaceful and serene.  Not so inside, where the usual 
hubbub of our voices gave testament to our enjoyment of each other’s company as usual.   

KINGSLEY PROBUS CLUB CELEBRATES 30 YEARS 

Kingsley Club has just had its 30th Anniversary. We celebrated the occasion with a lunch at the 
Greenwood Hotel on January 14th. During the lunch a role call of the founding members was made. We 
were also very pleased that current member Keva Barnard who joined the club later in the formation 
year was able to attend the lunch. 

During 2019 we will continue our celebration at the May Ladies Day meeting when Probus PAWA 
President Marie Bolt will be our guest Speaker. 
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FREMANTLE BESTOW LIFE MEMBERSHIP ON BARRY SMITH 

Life Membership was bestowed on Past President Barry Smith 
during the Christmas Lunch Meeting. Before 74 members and 
friends, our MC Vice President Eric called Barry out to the front. 
Vice President Eric read out the citation stating why Barry had 
received this prestigious award.  

The members and friends stood to warmly applaud the recipient. 
Watched by Vice President Eric, President Kath is pictured 
presenting Barry with a Life Membership Certificate which had 
the Citation on the reverse. He also received another copy of the 
Citation. Barry was also presented with a new name badge 
proclaiming Life Membership. After the extensive acclamation by 
the members, new Life Member Barry responded to his 
presentation. 

 

The Citation 
Barry joined our club in February 2005 and obviously came to contribute. In April 2006 he was elected as Treasurer. 
He continued being re-elected in that role for the next 5 years and only stepped down to enable him to become Vice 
President. He was a meticulous Treasurer. 

In 2012 Barry was elected as Vice President, becoming the President in 2013. In October 2012 the members had 
voted to accept ladies into the club. At the time, statistics suggested that unless there was an immediate and dramatic 
increase in membership, its future looked bleak. To his great credit he strongly supported the proposal to become a 
combined Club without which it may not have happened as there was quite a bit of opposition from some of the 
longer serving members. Barry oversaw the historic event when the first six ladies were inducted in May 2013. 
Because he was always a very well prepared chairman, the meetings proceeded smoothly. 

In March 2015 at the conclusion of his tenure as Immediate Past President, Barry concluded nine years straight on 
the Management Committee. In the ensuring years, Barry filled in whenever the Treasurer was unavailable and was 
always well prepared. 

Life Member Barry Smith’s Service to the Club. 

2005  Joined in February  

2006  Elected Treasurer in March and served 5 terms concluding at the 
end of the 2011-12 Probus  year                                                 

2012  Elected Vice President. 

2013  Elected President 

2014  Appointed ex-officio on the Management Committee as 
Immediate Past President. 

 

	



 
 DALKEITH/NEDLAND’S CHERRY RIPE, CHERRY RIPE  

I was reminded of this song of lush cherries during the recent 
popular, annual Cherry Harmony Festival in Manjimup. 

The eager Dalkeith/Nedlands Probus participants gathered at the 
Dalkeith Bowling Club at 8:30 am on December 7th, to return on 
the 9th. Valmai was at the helm again as her usual cheerful, 
inimitable self, with surprises in store along the way. 

We made our way to Yarloop, the old timber town. A local guide 
gave us a well-informed history of the town (where he grew up) 
and its amazing forestry industry. He explained how the railway 
yards and workshops were destroyed in the devastating fire three 
years ago, and how the town and residents are slowly restoring 
life to the area. A most welcome morning tea of sandwiches and 
cakes made by the CWA ladies added to this experience as more 
recollections were explained to us by one of the women, 
describing her own moving memories of the fires. 

After this sobering but worthwhile deviation, we set off for 
Manjimup and settled in at the Kingsley Motel for two nights. 

Dinner that night, at “Tall Timbers” was a rowdy affair as it seemed most of the visitors to the Festival, had the 
same idea. The excitement was palpable. 

Saturday December 8, Festival day, dawned well. We were dropped off near the main street by Dave, our 
trusty, very helpful driver, from where we all dispersed and soaked up the festive atmosphere. Wood chopping 
proved popular, stalls and stands beckoned with their array of everything from cherries to clothes and 
preserves to pottery. Wine tasting, food outlets and fashion parades added to the fun while the WA RAN band 
kept us entertained with lively, popular music. Abba, the eternal favourite was a big hit. At the heart of the 
entertainment, was the Grand Parade featuring a long line of vintage cars all lovingly restored, current 
vehicles, trucks and huge timber jinkers finally followed by colourful girls in dazzling costumes, people on stilts 
and balloons in profusion. A general air of conviviality pervaded the sunlit streets. 

Later that day, Dave drove us to a local orchard. Armfuls of cherries came back to the bus in plastic and 
cardboard boxes. Dinner was at the hotel; a homely, peaceful meal and a time to talk over the day’s 
adventures.  
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 Sunday, after breakfast, we were taken to the lovely limpid waters of the heritage-listed Fonty’s Pool 

which invited a leisurely walk and coffee and then it was on to Newton Orchard for the Long Table 
Lunch. The place was abuzz with chefs stirring enormous pans, music playing and guests in their 
finery enjoying the many tasty canapes on offer. We found our seats amid the cherry trees and settled 
in with the other 200 guests to sample the fine fusion of collective chefs and their specialities of the 
day. Platters of Mount Barker grilled chicken thigh and Pemberton pork loin with delicious 
accompanying dishes adorned the table before stands of assorted exquisite petit fours and slices 
were placed up and down the lengthy table – by this stage, our waistlines were groaning. 

We left this foodfest around 3pm, picked up pre-ordered cherries from another orchard and reached 
Perth around 6pm after another spectacular and eventful escapade thanks to Valmai again, plus the 
expert driving on the part of Dave. 

35TH	ANNIVERSARY	OF	THE	PROBUS	CLUB	OF	KARRINYUP	AND	NORTH	BEACH	

The members of the Probus Club of Karrinyup & North Beach celebrated the 35th Anniversary of the 
founding of their Club in January making them the eighth longest established club in WA. 

They welcomed Marie Bolt, President of PAWA, as the Guest of Honour and she presented Club 
President, Bob Morris, with a framed certificate on behalf of PLSPL, and helped cut the special 
birthday cake. 

Jen Merigan of Have A Go News also attended the event and joined in the celebrations. 



FREMANTLE PROBUS CLUB’S ANNUAL PICNIC 

There were 26 members and friends who turned up for fun at our annual picnic. It was at a new venue at 
Freshwater Bay. Initially the main aim was to get out of the very strong sea breeze. It is strange that we call 
the Fremantle Doctor a “breeze” when it is more like a gale. At least we did not get hot. Then the anticipated 
game of Boulle was started. Gaming Master and V. President Eric introduced a new format of play offs 
leading to President Kath and Editor Barry playing the final, which was narrowly won by the latter. All enjoyed 
their picnic tea, and cakes were shared around. 

 
 

PAWA PRESIDENT MARIE BOLT’S VISIT TO 
ESPERANCE CLUBS 

Marie Bolt, President of PAWA, Graeme Brown, Rotary 
9465 representative at PAWA, and Mandi Cooper from 
Villa recently visited the Esperance clubs.  They had 
meetings with the Esperance Bay Club in the evening, 
and a day time combined get together with committee 
members from Esperance Bay and Esperance Probus 
clubs   It was agreed that more promotion was needed in 
the area to raise the profile of Probus. 



	

	
13	

	

CHRISTMAS LUNCH AT THE HILLARYS YACHT CLUB 

Early in December Members of the Probus Club of 
Karrinyup & North Beach could be seen walking across the 
carpark carrying very interesting looking – and in some 
cases, absolutely weird parcels.  These were the Kris 
Kringle presents they were taking to their annual Christmas 
Lunch at the Yacht Club at Hillarys. 

On a perfect summer’s day, the view from the venue was 
superb – yachts bobbing about on the ocean and a clear 
blue sky. 

After enjoying the delicious Christmas fare (especially the 
Christmas pudding which was voted the best ever) 
members loved having room to move around and catch up 
with friends and chat over drinks and coffee. 

Then it was time for members  to start “swapping” their well 
disguised Kris Kringle presents – a lot of guessing and 
much laughter – and taking home specially decorated 
Christmas shortbread biscuits. 

Photographs show President Bob Morris holding the much 
swapped Kris Kringle Snowman, and members enjoying 
lunch. 

 

I have enjoyed compiling the interesting and varied stories from Probus Clubs 
throughout our State. ALL clubs are invited to share their stories in Probus 
West.  Photographs as jpegs, and story as a word doc, not as a pdf.  Please 
send your contributions to:  

Trish Floyd (editor) – email:   rpfloyd@westnet.com.au 

    Mail to:  103a Stock Road, Attadale 6156 

JUNE EDITION CLOSES ON 15TH MAY 2019 


