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It is with pleasure that I present the June 2019 edition of Probus West.  It is my hope that 
you will enjoy this edition and find the stories interesting.   

ALL clubs, city and country, are invited to submit their news-either by email or post.  Text is 
to be in word format and preferably less than 300 words with photographs as jpegs.  Please 
do not send your story as a pdf. 	

EDITOR:  TRISH FLOYD, 103A STOCK ROAD, ATTADALE WA 6156 

EMAIL:   rpfloyd@westnet.com.au 

SEPTEMBER EDITION CLOSES ON 15TH AUGUST 2019 

Private and confidential for Probus use only and not to be used for any other purpose 

WELCOME TO THE HOLLYWOOD KING’S PARK PROBUS CLUB 
 
The first excursion of the newly formed Hollywood King’s  Park Probus Club in Perth was to the WA Art 
Gallery.  Gallery guide Louis Mann gave members an insight into Kimberley Indigenous art  in the Desert 
River Sea exhibition which continues until the end of May. The art— traditional  and modern — was chosen 
by the regional art centres from throughout the vast Kimberley region and expanded by works from the 
Gallery. 

PAWA COMMITTEE  2019/20 
President: Marie Bolt 
Vice Presidents: Jenny McCaughan  

   Col Whiteman  
Secretary: Anne Scott 
Assistant Secretary: Anna Whiteman 
Treasurer:  Sandy Clarkson  
Assistant Treasurer:  Richard Treen 
Committee members: Ed Reed, Joan 
Kidd, Barry Tanner,  Julia Treen 
Non-committee officers: 
Trish Floyd –Probus West,  
Val Dekanah-Speakers,  
Peter Wesley-Membership, 
Peter Way-Webmaster	



 
 
 
 

SOUTH	BUNBURY	PROBUS	CLUB	VISIT	OPTUS	STADIUM	
February 18 saw a bus load of members head up to the Perth Optus Stadium. Here are some happy 
snaps of a great day out: 
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NEWS FROM THE YORK PROBUS CLUB 
	
Our GUEST SPEAKER L. J. (Lesley-Jane Campbell) House 
Mother/Supervisor at Guildford Grammar School was introduced by 
Gwen.   
 
Listening to the students at the end of the school day and giving them 
the attention and encouragement they would normally get from their 
mum is all in a day’s work for L. J.  Having been to a boarding school 
and travelled and worked in many rural/remote areas prepared L. J. for 
this job. Some of our members knew L. J. because their sons or 
grandsons went to Guildford Grammar or had met her while travelling. 
After being a boy’s school since 1901, Guildford Grammar history is 
being made by accepting the enrolment of girls. 
 
L. J. was a very interesting speaker who gave us an insight into her 
personal as well as working life. 

Food is a very important part of a Probus morning.  It was good to 
catch up with other members after the Christmas break 

VASSE CLUB’S VALENTINE DAY 
CELEBRATION 

Love was in the air on Valentine’s Day in Busselton 
with the Vasse club’s outing to the movies.  The 
members were greeted with a love heart and 
chocolate. Morning Tea was served, then a 
participation raffle drawn.  The recipients of the 
raffle won two vouchers to another movie excursion 
and a box of chocolates. The winner of the 
chocolates will unfortunately have to eat them all 
himself as his wife cannot eat chocolate. Naturally 
he was heartbroken.  Two movies were on offer at 
the theatre and they were enjoyed.  A great way to 
spend Valentine’s Day especially as it was hot 
outside.  



SOUTH BUNBURY NEWS 

We had a lovely morning tea at the Dolphin Discovery Centre with members of the Victoria Park Probus 
Club who were visiting Bunbury on their annual week away: Two of their members, Bob and Jan 
Henderson attended our March meeting: Interacting with other clubs is a way of meeting like-minded 
people and enjoying Fun, Friendship and Fellowship. 

Jill and Graeme organised a trip to Fairbridge Farm and I am sure all who attended thoroughly enjoyed it. 
After a lovely morning tea in the café, Graeme drove us around the facility (as it was too hot to walk). I 
think we all were very surprised at how large the farm is. A lot of the buildings have been restored with 
work on many more under way. 

They have a Riding for the Disabled area and also a school for those that don’t fit into the mainstream 
education system. We then adjourned to the Ravenswood Hotel for lunch before the drive home. Many 
thanks to Jill, Ocean Star for the loan of the bus, and to Graeme for being our very willing driver.  Lucy, 
thank you for the lollies!  
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BOORAGOON MEN VISIT 
THE PINES 

At the AGM of the Men's Probus Club of 
Booragoon (WA), our previous Outings 
Officer and Inter-state Director Alan Marsh 
took a well earned rest after many years of 
service, and handed the reins over to Terry 
Hannagan. 
 
In April, Alan's "swan song" took the form 
of an excellent lunch at the very popular 
Pines Restaurant in Bentley. A total of 40 
members and partners, being the total who 
could be accommodated, were unanimous 
in their praise of the event and the great 
outings which Alan had organised. We 
have no doubt that Terry will be a worthy 
successor to fill Alan's big shoes. 
 
The photo shows our group enjoying their 
lunch.	

FREMANTLE’S SAINT VALENTINES FISH & CHIP NIGHT 

Outing Officers Jenny and Peter organized another excellent outing, on this occasion to the Coast Restaurant near 
the beach at Leighton. The theme was Saint Valentine’s Day, in this case, night. On arrival, the ladies were given a 
rose (a very realistic artificial one) and the men a heart. It was a casual evening and all were in expectation of a 
sunset, but Jenny and Peter had not bribed the Bureau of Meteorology enough to produce a ripper of one. A huge 
plate of fish and chips was served and no one went home hungry.   



 
VASSE VISIT TO  NANNUP 

In November, 2018 The World’s Largest Wooden Pendulum 
Clock was opened for display to the public in Nannup, Western 
Australia. 

Since then many from Western Australia have visited the Clock 
housed in its 13 metre high tower in the main street. Recently, 
some thirty members of the Probus Club of Vasse travelled to 
Nannup to see the product of one man’s dream to build an 
extraordinary clock. 

From inside the high tower, the Probus members were amazed 
at the 6 metre high clock with its 2 metre diameter clock face. 
All built from local wood and weighing some 2 tonnes. Locally 
sourced Sheoak and Jarrah along with some English Oak, lead 
and glass were used in the build. The clock was made over a 7 
year period by a local Nannup builder, Kevin Bird who has a 
background in aircraft engineering. 

What a beautiful piece of craftsmanship. In highly polished 
timber the clock, standing 6 metres high, took the breath away 
and members sat in wonderment at the precision of each of its 
piece parts while it quietly ticked away. The whole structure with 
its ingenious self-winding mechanism gave the impression that 
now that it was here and keeping accurate time it was going to 
stay for the next 100 years at least! 

A great piece of workmanship and a credit to its builder and the 
small town of Nannup in the South West of Western Australia. 
The members thoroughly enjoyed the very worthwhile visit to a 
very historic and beautiful South West town. This visit was one 
of many the Probus Club of Vasse has each month. 

KINGSLEY MENS CLUB 
CELEBRATES 30 YEARS 

In January this year the Probus club of 
Kingsley turned 30 having been 
founded by 14 good men and true in 
1989. Since then membership has 
never exceeded 40 members but the 
club has continued to successfully 
provide the three F’s for Probus 
retirees. 
 
At our May meeting we celebrated our 
special birthday with a Ladies Day 
gathering of 21 members plus 
partners. We were honoured with the 
presence of PAWA President Marie 
Bolt, who presented a 30 year 
certificate to President Ken Good. 
Marie later addressed the members 
on her experiences in Probus. 
 
A special cake was the centre of 
attention at morning tea time and we 
retired to the Kingsley Tavern for a 
well earned lunch. 
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BOORAGOON MEN VISIT OPTUS STADIUIM 

In March, the Men's Probus Club of Booragoon (WA) enjoyed 
another great day's outing organised by our Outings Officer Alan 
Marsh. Twentyeight members and partners experienced a most 
interesting guided tour of the new and fantastic Perth's Sporting and 
Event facility - Optus Stadium. 
 
Transport was by luxury coach under the care of Chris of Club 55 
who provided morning tea and arranged a fish and chip lunch at the 
impressive Camfield Hotel right next door to the Stadium. 
 
Optus Stadium is a brand new huge facility set in beautiful riverside 
surroundings. It seats 60,000 people for AFL events and has 
potential for 65,000 for rectangular sports. It provides dedicated 
changing rooms with facilities for the two local teams Fremantle 
Dockers and West Coast Eagles. The Stadium provides for a wide 
range of sports such as AFL, cricket, rugby union and league, and 
soccer. It also used for athletics, concerts and entertainment. Over 
50 food and beverage outlets are catered for and various conference 
and function rooms are available. It boasts two of the biggest super 
screens in Australia (340 sqm  each) and its own railway station. 
Amazing light displays are provided by state of the art LED lights. 
The design incorporates and emphasises our indigenous heritage 
and includes the really unique Matagarup Bridge. 
 
On the way home, Chris took us for a tour of the huge developments 
being undertaken in the vicinity and the Perth CBD.  We highly 
recommend the guided tour. 
 
Photos show our group viewing the Fremantle Dockers' locker room, 
the Matagarup Bridge and the immense Warm Up Room 

 
TOODYAY PROBUS NEWS 

 
The President and Vice President of Toodyay Probus visited the February Morning meeting of the 
Ellenbrook Club.  As a result they  have fostered a few connectivities this year. (Ellenbrook had visited 
Toodyay in 2018 and a few Toodyay members joined the lunch).  One of our members provided a historic 
tour. However, after arriving at the doors of the second largest Australian Christmas store the tour stopped. 
We almost lost a few Ellenbrook members between the vast display racks of this marvellous Christmas 
wonderland. A few members had opted for a visit to the historic Mill instead. 
  
On the 2nd of April the Yanchep Probus Club was so kind to change from a sundowner meeting to a lovely 
BBQ in the National Park. Toodyay and Northam Club members enjoyed Yanchep's delicious food, walks, 
game and a look at the Koalas (here from the Perth Zoo since 1983)  in the trees amused us all. Again,  
reciprocal activities are planned for later in 2019.  
  
A Morning Melody visit to Perth will happen on the 3rd of July. The Ellenbrook club has been informed of 
this event and may be attendees at the Opera House.  
  
For the 2nd of July the Northam Club will come to Toodyay for a historic tour and lunch at the refurbished 
Victoria Hotel. 



COLLIE PROBUS AT KARRI VALLEY RESORT 
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ROSSMOYNE LADIES VISIT 
THE CATALPA MEMORIAL IN 

ROCKINGHAM 
	 
After an interesting presentation by 
author Joy Lefroy, who had with her 
husband, written about the escape of six 
Fenian prisoners from Fremantle Prison 
on the American whaling vessel 
“Catalpa”, the Rossmoyne Ladies 
Probus Club enjoyed visiting the Catalpa 
Memorial in Rockingham recently 
  
The memorial was erected in 2012 and 
commemorates the six Irish political 
prisoners who made the daring escape 
which has been recorded as the most 
audacious prison break of 1876. 
  
The details and story of each of the 
escapees are recorded around the base 
of the memorial. 
  

WILLETTON LADIES PROBUS CLUB 

The Willetton Ladies Probus Club joined in the 2019 Willetton Rotary Fair on Sunday 7th April by 
having a Probus stand at the fair and it turned out to be a very successful day. 

Our team of ladies who took turns in manning the stand, and  enjoyed meeting lots of people who 
stopped to chat during the day.  Many were not aware of Probus and were interested to learn 
about our Club.    Some younger people took brochures to give to their parents or grandparents.  
Some ladies who are still currently working but planning to retire in the near future, were 
interested to hear about Probus. 

 Murray Young from PSPL and a member of Noranda Probus ,very kindly came along on the day 
and bought a couple of great Probus banners.  These were very helpful and informative on the 
day. Thanks so much to Murray for his kind assistance. 

Four days after the fair we held our monthly Club meeting and were delighted to see quite a few 
ladies from the fair who had come along to enjoy our fellowship, and learn more about our Club. 



 
 
 

BRIDGETOWN BALINGUP 
VALLEY PROBUS VISIT 
ALBANY AND DENMARK 

The Probus Club of Bridgetown 
Blackwood Valley visited Albany in early 
April to see the ANZAC Field 
of Lights. They had four days exploring 
the area having a really great time.  
They stopped in Denmark to have lunch 
at a beautiful private garden. 

 In Albany, they visited the Sculpture 
Park, ate at Australia's top fish and chip 
shop for dinner, and some of our men 
went to a meeting at the Albany Mens’ 
Probus club. They run their club quite 
differently  to how we run our club.   

The lights were the big attraction, as was 
the museum at the ANZAC Centre. 
 
The photos show: 

Some of the group at the Albany 
Sculpture Park 

The group in Denmark at the beautiful 
private garden.  

The group at the Field of Lights, Albany 
	

ROSSMOYNE LADIES PROBUS CLUB visited 
Wheelchair for Kids in April. It is a totally volunteer based 
organisation with no paid staff making, approximately 340 
wheelchairs per month and the specially constructed 
wheelchairs are subsequently distributed world-wide to 
needy children. It is financed entirely from funds donated 
by members of the community, many different 
philanthropic individuals, businesses, clubs, schools, and 
government bodies. 

The wheelchairs are locally designed specifically to 
conform with WHO guidelines. They are built specially for 
rough terrain, adjustable for the child’s size, with postural 
supports, head rest, harness, a waterproof cushion, tray, 
tool kit, plus a knee rug, and a knitted toy. 

On delivery of the chairs to the receiving sites, agency and hospital personnel, therapists and individuals 
are involved in providing therapy in the field to ensure each chair is correctly adjusted and fitted to the 
receiving child to ensure they are comfortable in their new chair. 

Rossmoyne Probus Ladies were very impressed with wheelchairs and the enormous difference for needy 
children’s life, to gain freedom and mobility. 
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 KARRINYUP NORTH BEACH’S COLOURFUL MORNING TEA 

Every year the members of the Probus Club of Karrinyup & North Beach hold a ‘colourful’ morning tea 
to celebrate their friendship and remember those who are less fortunate. 

This year with colour was Green and appropriately the venue was  the beautiful garden oasis  of Casa 
Bianchi in Mount Hawthorn. 

Tables were decorated with big green cut out leaves and all the place settings were green of course.  
Green balloons welcomed members who all arrived in various shades of emerald, olive, jade, pea 
green and lime. .Some members had even gone to the trouble of painting their finger and toe nails to 
match the colour theme.   Dark green watering cans on the tables were to hold the donations members 
so generously gave to Barnardo’s charity. 

VASSE CLUB STALWARTS 

Two of the most important roles in the Professional 
and Business (PROBUS) retirees clubs are the 
Treasurer and Outings Officer: Both roles are critical 
to the smooth running of each club and retention of 
members. 

Recently at the Annual General Meeting of the 
PROBUS Club of Vasse a family team was again 
elected to these positions. Ron and Judith Iles will 
now carry on their respective duties of Treasurer 
and Outings Officer for a further term. Ron and 
Judith joined the Probus organisation some ten 
years ago in 2008, and have been directly involved 
in helping their club in maintaining a strong culture 
of friendship, fellowship and fun in retirement ever 
since. 

Ron and Judith are pictured at the new Dolphin 
Discovery Centre in Bunbury, during a recent Club 
visit with twentysix Probus Club of Vasse members.  



VICTORIA PARK AND APPLECROSS ATTADALE COMBINED CLUBS VISIT NORTHAM 
 
Probus members from Victoria Park and Applecross/Attadale combined to take a road trip to Northam 
recently. Northam was one of the first towns to be founded in WA. It became a major regional centre 
when the railway linking Fremantle to the Goldfields was built.  The population is about 7000. Northam 
hosts the world Hot Air Ballooning Championships. 
 
Northam boasts some very fertile and rich farming land taken up by early settlers in 1836. The drive 
through the countryside was most enjoyable. 
  
Northam has twentyeight buildings on the Heritage List.  These include Fermoy House, built in 1897 
and former residence of WA’s second Premier George Throssell, Northam Fire Station which was built 
in 1929, ANZ building, Northam Post Office,  and Northam Primary School which opened in 1878. 
Northam Library is an architectural  icon. Several hotels in the area also have a long history. 
 
Hugo Throssell was born in Northam so has a monument in the town in recognition of his service to 
our country in World War 1. He received the Victoria Cross, the highest award for gallantry. He led the 
10th Light Horse to Gallipoli in 1915. 
 
Morning tea at the new  Bilya Koort Boodja Centre for Culture and Environment enabled members to 
browse and see the interactive display. Plans to visit the 1950’s Immigration Camp did not happen as 
the Tourist Bureau was closed. The painted wheat silos attracted interest on the return journey down 
Toodyay Road. 
 
Most took the opportunity on such a beautiful day to stroll the main street, have lunch, enjoy the river 
views and see the white swans which breed in Northam. 
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FREMANTLE’S ANNUAL BARBECUE  

Forty-eight Members and friends attended the Annual Club barbecue held at the Fremantle Sailing 
Club. Thanks are due to Socials and Outing Officers Peter and Jenny for organizing the event. 
Fellowship and Friendship were the order of the night with Don Slaughter “tickling” the ivories to 
provide background jazz piano music. In all, the event was enjoyed by all present. 



 
 
 
 

BELMONT DISTRICT PROBUS CLUB VISIT GUILDFORD 

In April our Club visited Guildford Colonial Gaol, Museum and Taylor's Cottage.  The Gaol was built 
over many stages from 1841 to 1867- just 12 years after settlement. A two cell lock up with a small 
constable's room was needed as there were 3 hotels in Guildford.  Guildford Gaol was used to house 
people for all types of crimes.  However, if they were charged with major crimes and sentenced to 
more than a few weeks, they were transferred to Perth or Fremantle Gaols.  The Gaol was operational 
until 1969 when police and gaol operations ceased.  By 1907 Guildford courthouse functions had 
moved to the new building in Midland.  

After a lovely morning tea and our visit to the gaol, we found our way to the Woodbridge Hotel to have 
a most enjoyable lunch on a bright sunny day.  

                                  GOSNELLS PROBUS TOMATO LAKE PICNIC 
 
 Each November, for several years, members of Gosnells Probus have visited Tomato Lake, Kewdale for 
a leisurely picnic and walk around the lake. Home to a variety of bird life, Tomato Lake has excellent 
facilities, including a cafe (closed Monday and Tuesday), picnic tables and barbecues. For more 
information check City of Belmont's website for details and photos - and a short video 
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COMBINED PROBUS CLUB OF MOSMAN PARK VISIT ALBANY 
 

Thirtyseven members of the Combined Probus Club of Mosman Park travelled to Albany in March for the Field 
of Light Sunset Panorama Tour   Three days of much Fun & Friendship had by all. Everyone stayed at the 
same accommodation place - Dolphin Lodge in Middleton Beach which was perfect for our numbers .Our first 
night started with a delivered meal for all which was shared in the garden with the odd glass of wine - a great 
way to start our adventure.  
 
The following morning our chartered bus was ready to take us to the National Anzac Centre to hear the stories 
of the men and women who left Albany and became the most significant stories in Australia’s short history as a 
nation of the Anzacs. It is such a special place - so beautifully positioned overlooking Princess Harbour. On 
entering the Centre the sound of the soldiers marching projected onto the wall was extremely moving indeed. 
We also went up to the very impressive Desert Corps Memorial and the Padre White Lookout, where it is 
believed the first Dawn Service was held.  
 
From there we visited the Albany Whaling  Station and Discovery Bay for a private tour with stories of the early 
days of whaling in Albany - before enjoying a pre- booked lunch at the Whalers Galley Cafe. 
We visited The Gap and Natural Bridge and had outstanding views of the Southern Ocean - there is now a 
great new walkway to the Gap and Natural Bridge, as well as a glass bottom viewing platform over the 
Gap.  The evening dinner at the Due South Restaurant on the harbour was  a pre- booked set menu, which 
was much enjoyed by all.  
 
The following day saw us enjoy a guided tour of the Recollections of War Museum while on route to Denmark, 
with a delightful morning tea of scones with jam and cream, as well as tea or coffee.  This Museum has an 
amazing collection of War memorabilia collected by the couple running the Museum over many years - an 
incredible labour of love - an absolute must see if heading to Denmark. After our indulgent morning tea and 
tour, the next stop at Greens Pool and Elephant Rock was most welcome.  We enjoyed a brisk walk along the 
coastline, with stunning photo opportunities, before travelling on to our lunch stop at Duckett’s Mill and 
Farmhouse Cheese for a delicious share plate lunch - sausage rolls, and for some, home made ice creams to 
finish off the meal.  
 
That evening we visited the Field of Light Avenue of Honour at  Apex Drive:  The incredible story of Albany’s 
Anzac Heritage which inspired Bruce Munro to create the Field of Light: Avenue of Honour art exhibit - a 
cascading panorama of 16,000 lights as you descend through the Field of Light exhibit- like a field of 
wildflowers amongst  active Australian trees.  Afterwards another delicious three course meal was had at 
Three Anchors Restaurant at Middleton Beach, with beautiful views of Middleton Beach for rest and recovery 
back at our accommodation after  a very full day!  
 
All too soon it was time to say goodbye to beautiful Albany and to our friends as we were heading home with 
wonderful memories........until next time. 



 
 
 
	

BOORAGOON MEN VISIT TO THE GREENHILLS INN 

In May our recently elected Outings Officer, Terry Hannagan, organised a most enjoyable coach 
tour with lunch at the Greenhills Inn, Bar and Cafe. This was attended by about 20 members and 
partners of the Men's Probus Club of Booragoon, WA. 
 
Greenhills Inn is an old two storey pub situated 22 kms east of York. It retains many original 
features from its establishment in 1906. It is open every day for lunch (Wed - Sun from 12 noon and 
Mon and Tues from 2 pm).  Caravans can even stay free of charge. All participants reported that 
their lunch was excellent. 
 
The tour also visited the York Olive Oil Co. to view the processing operation and to partake of the 
special ice cream they produce in many different flavours. Our Vice President/Welfare Officer, Ron 
Hetherington, who kindly provided the attached photos, will attest to the ice cream's appeal. 

THE PROBUS CLUB OF ATTADALE’S 
WALKIE-TALKIES 

 
The well established Walkie-Talkies at The Probus 
Club of Attadale continues to be a popular monthly 
attraction, as illustrated in the pictures, The Walkie-
Talkies was conceived by a past president of the 
club, Denys Craig, with the able assistance of his 
wife, Marie. 
  
Denys organised fellowship by members and 
partners on a monthly basis, with exercise, and 
exploration of the many fine venues within the Perth 
metropolitan area – a meeting for coffee or tea at a 
café, and then a walk and a picnic at a nearby park 
or open area. In the hotter months the Walkie-
Talkies’ format would be moved to the evening 
hours. It was popular from the start, and enabled 
hundreds of members and partners to appreciate 
Perth beauty spots they might never have visited. 
  
On this particular occasion, members had coffee at 
a café near Blue Gum lake, and then had their walk 
and picnic at Piney Lakes. Various members now 
take turns in the Walkie-Talkie organizing, in the 
manner laid down by Denys. 
	


