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Welcome to the September edition of Probus West.  In this edition you will find a great 
array of interesting stories from around our clubs.  I hope you will enjoy reading it as 

much as I have enjoyed compiling the stories.	

ALL clubs are invited to submit their news.  Text is to be in word format, and preferably less than 
300 words.  Photographs must be jpegs.  Please do not send your story as a pdf. 
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SALUTE OUR SECRETARIES 

Every officer appointed to the management committee of our Probus Clubs carries specific 
responsibilities that contribute to the individual club’s successful management, none more so 
than the role of the secretary. 

Like all Incorporated (Inc) not-for-profit Associations, Clubs, Groups and Societies of all 
persuasions the role of secretary in our Probus organisation, is considered by many of us as the 
mainstay of the Club of which we are members. We only need to take a quick look at our current 
Probus Handbook for 2019-2020 to see the extent of the role our club’s secretary is asked to 
perform. 

It can never be understated that the success, popularity and growth of a club is in many ways 
determined by the many long hours and administrative knowledge our secretaries put into this 
critical role. A good effective secretary translates into a popular, fun filled and well attended  
club. 

The Probus Club of Vasse (Inc) for example has 
been very fortunate over recent years with two ladies 
who volunteered at different times for the Secretary 
position. Ursula Hillman, the Immediate Past 
Secretary and Barbara Moon, both from Busselton, 
so far have between them served some five years in 
the important position of secretary and have 
contributed greatly to the ongoing success of the 
Club. Barbara currently holds the position of 
secretary of Probus Club of Vasse. 

To those that hold or have held secretarial positions 
in our Probus Clubs in Australia; we salute you for 
your dedicated and ongoing service; thank you from 
all of us at Vasse, Western Australia. 
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SHOALWATER CELEBRATES 30 YEARS 

 
 Earlier this month, Shoalwater Ladies Probus held their 30th birthday meeting.    
To celebrate this pearl anniversary, the members were asked to bring out 
their best pearl necklaces.   The photo shows some of the ladies.   We still 
have four members who joined on the first day in 1989, a special occasion 
for them.    The meeting was well attended and visitors included Madeleine 
King MP, Deb Hamblin, Deputy Mayor of Rockingham, and representatives 
from Rotary and local Probus clubs.   All enjoyed a delicious morning tea 
followed by a piece of the birthday cake made by newsletter editor 
Jenny.   After a satisfying feed, our brains were put to work with a “Who 
Lives There?” quiz.    It was a happy and memorable meeting.   We’re now 
looking forward to the 40th birthday! 
 

	

HAPPY 30th BIRTHDAY, 
WHITFORD LADIES’ 

 
 
Whitfords Ladies’ Probus celebrated their 
30th anniversary with a celebratory 
morning tea. The centre piece was this 
magnificent cake shown here being cut 
by Gwen Hoath and Lois Fraser.  Gwen 
is a Life Member, joining our club in 1991 
and Lois, an honorary member, who 
joined in 1994. During the morning we 
enjoyed singing along with the Wandoo 
Singers. A great morning, the food was 
scrumptious, and then a few hilarious 
tales followed. Another memorable time 
at Probus. 
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YORK	PROBUS	ENJOYS	A	VISIT	BY	YORK	COMMUNITY	RADIO	‘VOICE	OF	THE	
AVON’	HOSTS	

The York Community Radio Station ‘Voice of the Avon’ is having its 25th birthday celebration on 
the 23rd of June and the York Probus Club were treated to a visit by their President and two 
presenters from the station who gave us a talk on the history and running of a community radio 
station. 
 
Locals Ruth Morgan and Ken Emberson were instrumental in getting the radio station up and 
running 25 years ago. They started off only broadcasting on Saturdays and Sundays, but now 
it’s on the air 24/7, with 91 hours each week presented from the studios. 
Our Probus secretary Margaret Collins took over the President’s role and works behind the 
scenes as head of the management committee. 

              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Chris Heaton, Margaret Collins, Peter Carlyon (York Probus President) and John Fenn 

Chris Heaton (Probus member and radio station presenter) is seen as Mr Fix It and organizes 
the repairs etc., and looks after membership issues.  
 
Each of the presenters has their own selection of music which varies to cater for the many 
different tastes in music the community has. 

With a grant that has been received by the station, it is hoped they will be able to upgrade the 
building and install solar panels and a battery.  This will be very welcome with all the power 
interruptions we’ve had lately. 
 
The radio station is an integral part of the community and provides info and music for young and 
old. Well done to all the volunteers involved. 
 

Local dentist, John Fenn (now retired) started as a presenter about  20 years ago and told 
us it helped him with his confidence.  When John  took on the role of Chairperson about ten 
years ago this was seen as a good time to change the name of the radio station from “York 
FM” to “Voice of Avon”. 

There are many good people involved with the station who don’t work on the presentation 
side of things but volunteer to do the gardening and painting and many other things that 
keep a place going.    
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WOODLANDS PROBUS CLUB’S VISIT TO WOODMAN POINT QUARANTINE STATION 

What a day!  It was wet, it was windy - many umbrellas were wrecked but still those who 
attended the Woodman Point Quarantine Station enjoyed the day. Many said they were totally 
unaware that this facility had ever operated in Western Australia. 

The Quarantine Station started as early as the 1830's but did not get official recognition till the 
1880's when building started and the first one was completed in 1886. The station was extended 
in 1901 and again during the First World War and continued operating till 1979. 

Diseases such as Bubonic Plague, Small Pox, Venereal Diseases, TB and Spanish Flu were all 
treated at Woodman Point. When you see the facilities which were used, the doctors and nurses 
doing the treatment were heroic people.  As a result some of the medical staff were affected by 
the health problems from time to time. 

It is estimated that about 300 people died at the station and are buried in various sites at the 
station. It is a most interesting place to visit and learn about how so many people were treated 
for the diseases. 

Australia's first Crematorium is situated in the grounds.  It was capable of cremating one body at 
a time. 

The station is open to groups of 15 or more on agreement with the committee, and throughout 
the year there are four occasions when the public is invited to view the buildings. Morning tea 
and lunch can be arranged to complete the tour of Woodman Pont Quarantine Station. 

The public may become members of the Woodman Point Quarantine Park for $20.00 which 
gives a lifetime membership. Woodman Park Quarantine Station may be contacted on 
friends@woodmanpointquarantinestation.com or on facebook at  Friends of Woodman Point 
Recreation Camp. Get a group together and go see this unusual piece of history.		
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VICTORIA PARK’S  VISIT TO WHEELCHAIRS FOR KIDS IN  WANGARA 

For some time, the Victoria Park Probus Group have been involved collecting the aluminium tags 
from drink cans and forwarding them on to Wheelchairs for Kids.   The recently formed Craft Group 
is supplying crocheted blankets together with coloured coordinated teddies to be added in the box 
with the wheelchairs.  It was only fitting, with so much Club involvement, that an outing was 
arranged so those involved and interested members, could understand what started as a project in 
1998 by the Rotary Club of Scarborough has now become “Wheelchairs for Kids” manned by 
some ex Rotarians and volunteers leasing four or five factory units in Wangara. 

We have to congratulate all those involved with this wonderful, compassionate and humane 
project. 

It started well before any Men’s Shed – 225 Volunteers work throughout the week to assemble 
these sturdy wheelchairs which are sent to under-resourced countries throughout the World to 
children who are victims of land mines, disease or birth defects.  There is no middle man which 
can lead to extortion, orders are received from registered physiotherapists, medical practitioners 
and those at the coal face of tragedy.  The first prototype produced in 1998 was virtually a plastic 
chair on 3 wheels, with the materials coming from the scrap heap. A much more refined/efficient 
chair is produced today modernised by design engineers to cater for the needs of children 
between ages of 2-15 years. 

                               

                        2010      1998 

It is amazing just how many people and organisations have come on board to assist this very 
worthy humanitarian project.   Practical assistance is given by Toll who transport to Eastern States 
ports free of charge; Visy Board donate all the cardboard boxes which hold the 28 kilos of 
completed packed weight; the production is entirely by volunteers; rent and expenses are provided 
by others; in 2009 the University of Western Australia’s Mechanical Engineering Department built 
and provided  machines to test the durability and hardiness of the wheelchair – these wheelchairs 
will be subjected to potholed roads and rough terrain.  It surprised us just how tough the procedure 
is for the wheelchair – can’t afford to have nuts and bolts falling off.  The pattern machines which 
can drill through multiple layers of aluminium to produce the plates for the brakes/headrest etc 
were all given to Wheelchairs for Kids when a factory was refurbishing.  The mechanical drills were 
purchased with a donation from the Lotteries Commission.  The Group produces between 350 to 
360 wheelchairs a month. They could do more but it is finance - they need to raise an average of 
$80,000 per month.  

For every $200 donated, a child receives a wheelchair that can be customised for their needs.  
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Antoinette Stride & Barbara King – Craft Group  Watching a wheelchair box being packed. 

PATCHES Therapy Services, Port Hedland have united with Wheelchairs for Kids funded by 
Fortescue Metals Group to donate a wheelchair to a family from the Jigalong community about 
150km east of Newman.  Besides our own country, wheelchairs have been sent to 76 countries. 
Vietnam has the greatest need – far ahead of the African countries. The effects of Agent Orange in 
Vietnam are still being felt even to the third generation.    44,175 Wheelchairs have been donated 
since 1998.   

Victoria Park Probus recommends this outing to other Probus Clubs. We car pooled, shared our 
morning tea with the volunteers supplying tea and coffee – between the two Groups we collected 
donations to supply one and half wheelchairs – but would suggest a set amount be decided before 
a group of 20 visit.  If each Probus Club could raise $200 for a customised wheelchair what a 
wonderful world we would live in.   

 
THE COMBINED PROBUS CLUB OF MELVILLE celebrated its 36th birthday on June 
5th at the Meg Olive room, RAAFA in Bullcreek.  Delightful cupcakes were baked and iced by our 
member Anne for morning tea, and Dorothy Rourke entertained us with her stories on Dark 
Suckers.  Lunch was served and Friendship, Fellowship and Fun were the order of the day. 
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VICTORIA PARK PROBUS MEMBERS VISIT VIETNAM 
 
Lena Simmons, who is a member of Victoria Park Probus Club and a travel agent, took four 
members, Jan Irvine, Lyn West, Gaye and Leo Sweeney, on a very well organised trip to her 
home country, Vietnam in late May. 
 
The tour began in Hanoi, travelling to Halong Bay, a magnificent part of the world with 2000 
islands and crystal clear water. They boarded the Starlight for an overnight cruise during which 
they celebrated Leo and Gaye Sweeney’s 50th Wedding anniversary. Lena arranged a most 
memorable celebration for them, including champagne, cake, flowers, and balloons in the most 
romantic setting. Dinner was on the top deck in the moonlight - hard to beat that one.  It was an 
honour to share their celebration. 
 
We dined at authentic Vietnamese restaurants and visited exciting and interesting places- caves, 
temples, waterfalls, markets, scenic mountains roads, and rollercoasters. The traffic in the cities 
had to be seen to be believed - crossing the road was a nightmare.  
 
From Saigon we visited the Cu Chi tunnels which was a very confronting and disturbing 
experience. This is a dark side to the horrors of war. 
 
We visited the famous water puppet show, a story told from underwater with incredible skill, 
music and singing. 
 
Lena was a tour guide extraordinaire. Her patience, her ready smile, her thoughtfulness and her 
fitness are to be admired. For those who are considering this trip, reasonable fitness, a good 
sense of humour, cool loose clothing are all you need to be taken on a journey into the culture 
and customs of Vietnam.  Lena can be contacted through the Outings Officer, Lyn West, Victoria 
Park Probus Club for further information 
 

The MELVILLE LADIES PROBUS 
CLUB celebrated their 30th Birthday 
in May.  There are 15 Foundation 
members and 11 were present to 
receive their 30 year membership 
pins.   It was a day of fun, friendship 
and fellowship.  
 
Melville Rotary Club sponsored our 
Club and we were so pleased to 
have three of these Rotarians as our 
guests. 
 
The photographs show: 
1.  Graham Sauvage presenting 
President Roberta MacKay with a 
Certificate of Acknowledgement from 
PSPL. 
 
2.  Foundation member Patricia 
Goodridge cutting the birthday cake, 
created by her, together with other 
Foundation members.  The collar of 
30 Presidents has been framed for 
display at meetings. 
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FREMANTLE VISIT THE SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN RESOURCE RECOVERY CENTRE  

One may well ask why visit a rubbish dump? Well, with our knowledgeable guide Isobel, the 17 
members found the experience extremely informative. As one member said, in our lifetime we 
have progressed with rubbish disposal from a hole in the back yard, a chook pen for food scraps 
and the marine dealer (“Bottleo”) to buy used beer and cool-drink bottles to shortly being issued 
with three rubbish bins. Our mums bought grocery items (sugar, flour, rice, vegetables and most 
other items) wrapped in brown paper bags, which then were recycled as lunch containers. Now 
the use of plastic to wrap or market goods has ballooned. To add to the woes, China has 
recently stopped taking many items including soft plastic wraps such as bread bags and crinkle 
wraps. The composting complex is 19 years old and cost $20 million dollars.  

  

 

We were taken to learn (externally) how garden compost is manufactured from our current green 
lidded bins. The plant was opened in 1991. These bins contain a mixture of organic material 
(garden cuttings and food) which compost, and inorganic material (all the other rubbish such as 
clothes, etc).  

Firstly large non-compostable material is physically separated by a machine operator. We saw 
pictures of these items that should never have been in a bin initially, such as fire extinguishers. 
The long green tumblers the length of the building (in the picture below in the building to the 
upper right), are heated and turn the waste to compost in about six weeks. The pungent air is 
extracted and saturated with water to remove the odour. The compost goes over grates allowing 
the compost to fall through and leaving all the non-compostable material to be collected for 
landfill. This compost is given free to farmers and fertilizer companies. The new green waste 
bins will remove non-compostable items being in the system. The picture below shows Isobel (in 
the orange vest) explaining the process.  

 

  

There is also an Audit Facility which sorts rubbish for other authorities to report back on the ratio 
of various items being dumped. These authorities pay for the reports and use the information for 
forward planning.  We next went to the recycling building seen in the lower left corner of the 
photo. Here all the waste from the yellow topped recycling bins is emptied and the sorting 
process starts as seen in the picture. 
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All the recyclable material goes on a conveyer belt where operators sort a lot of the material. We 
were told that there is a low turnover rate with these employees. Paper and cardboard products 
are sorted and at great speed go along conveyor belts to be baled. The picture shows the outlets 
for the different products and the baling wire (as white lines in the bottom middle of the photo) 
which is used to keep the material in bales. We also saw the non-recycling material such as 
DVD tape, plastic packaging tape, rope etc wrapped around the machinery. All the non-
recyclable products go to landfill dumps. There are viewing platforms where groups like ours can 
see part of this complex process.  

 

  Acknowledgement: The aerial photo of the complex is from the SMRRC web site 

A problem for recycling is the vast amount of unnecessary packaging in the retail industry and 
resulting in cross contamination. For example, once meat was in recyclable meat trays covered 
in cling wrap. The separated cling wrap and the meat tray could both be recycled. Now a plastic 
film is heat sealed to the tray and leaves a residue around the rim. This contamination prevents 
the tray being recycled. 

Does all this sorting and recycling have any effect on the atmosphere? Yes it certainly does for 
annually 80,000 tonnes of waste is not sent to landfill. This action saves annually 32,000 tonnes 
of carbon dioxide emission, equivalent to 7,000 cars being taken off the road.   

From July the three bin Food Organics Garden Organics (FOGO) system will be introduced in 
many areas. There will be dedicated bins for recyclable material, compostable material and 
general rubbish, thus maximising the efficiency of composting and sorting. Further efficiencies 
and carbon dioxide reduction is anticipated. 

At the conclusion, Vice President Don thanked our guide Isobel and said that he had never 
enjoyed so much hearing a person talking rubbish. The group then went to Kelly’s Café in a 
Birnan Road Garden Centre for an enjoyable lunch.         

 

 

 

 

 
  

	

MORLEY LADIES’ 
FIRST COFFEE 

CHAT AT DIANELLA 
PLAZA 
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WILLETTON LADIES VISIT 
CALAMUNDA CAMEL FARM 
 
 
The Willetton Ladies Probus Club 
recently had a lovely day out visiting 
the Calamunda Camel Farm in 
Kalamunda. We learnt about the 
history of camels in Australia and 
some fascinating facts about their 
unique behaviors such as the  fact 
they can drink 113 litres of water in 
14 minutes and go up to six months 
without drinking.  We were invited 
the feed the camels which everyone 
did and they were quite friendly and 
obliging – and hungry!  We also had 
the opportunity to try and buy some 
camel soap and milk with many 
ladies making purchases.  Camel 
milk is said to be very nutritious. 
 
Our day was topped off with a lovely 
lunch at Parkerville Tavern followed 
by a visit to the Dutch Shop in 
Guildford	
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PROBUS  CLUB  OF  WHITFORDS  INC VISIT HARVEY 

We all had a good time when we went to Harvey on the Australind in April.  We  caught a local 
train from our nearest suburban station and then boarded the Australind at Perth. 

The train trip was very pleasant as we were seated together and could move around and talk. A 
cup of tea or coffee was available on the way down. When we arrived at Harvey, the Probus 
Club of Harvey members were waiting for us with a bus. We did some touring and then had a 
lovely lunch at a cafe. After a wander around town, we caught the train back to Perth, then on to 
our suburban station. 

Many thanks are due to the Probus Club of Harvey for organising the bus and taking us to the 
Internment Camp, the Harvey Dam and a museum which celebrates author May Gibbs. 

 

 

ALBANY LADIES’  CONGRATULATE 
GWEN ON REACHING 101 YEARS 
OF AGE 

At the June meeting of the Albany Ladies 
Probus club, members helped Mrs Gwen 
Norman celebrate her 101st birthday.   Mrs 
Norman joined the club when it was formed in 
1985: one of our two Foundation 
members.  During this time, she held nearly all 
the executive positions: President twice, 
Secretary, outings officer.  Gwen continues to 
attend the monthly meetings and enjoys 
socializing with the members.  

Before the meeting she was interviewed and 
recorded by local television station GWN.  Her 
long-life achievements in the community were 
highlighted.  The program was aired on local 
television that evening.  During the interview 
Gwen stated that keeping up to date with 
events and keeping interest in all things was 
the reason for her longevity. 
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BOORAGOON LADIES’ AND MEN’S CLUB COMBINE FOR A 
CHRISTMAS IN JULY CELEBRATION 

The Booragoon (WA) Ladies' and Booragoon Men's Clubs again combined for another very 
successful day's outing. 
 
On this occasion, 49 members and partners filled Kevin's Elite Tours coach for a Christmas in 
July excursion. This commenced with a very interesting and pretty tour of the Perth Hills region 
with a stop at the Mundaring Weir for morning tea. 
 
As all sandgropers will know, this historic water lifeline undertaking was completed in 1902 to 
supply drinking water for the Goldfields, 560km to the East. At that time it was considered to be 
the highest overflow dam in the world. Unfortunately, it last overflowed in 1996. However, it is 
now supplemented by desalinated seawater and still, after over 100 years, provides fresh water 
for the Goldfields and Agricultural areas via pumping stations and extensive pipelines. The 
engineer all those years ago was the famous and tragic C.Y. O'Connor - but that's another story. 
 
The next stop was at The Abbey at Chesters restaurant in the Swan Valley where all enjoyed a 
traditional Christmas lunch. Following this, one more stop was made in the Valley at the Mondo 
Nougat factory where many 'healthy' purchases were made. 
 
Outings Officers Lyn Chamberlain and Terry Hannagan are to be congratulated on such a fine 
outing. 
 
Photos show morning tea at Mundaring Weir, lunch at the Abbey at Chesters, and members 
viewing the Mondo Nougat factory 
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DALKEITH/NEDLANDS PROBUS HAS A TASTE FOR TRAVEL 

Twenty-five Dalkeith/Nedlands members and friends ventured boldly into the Ferguson Valley in 
June.  The purpose of the trip, by coach, was to visit the beautiful Millbrook Winery to taste the 
heady brews and dine in the award-winning dining room.  Although the final destination was 
appealing, time was taken on the way to Millbrook to visit some of the other attractions of the 
Valley. 

A very welcome morning tea was enjoyed on the banks of the Canning River at Avocados 
Restaurant in Kelmscott.  This was followed by a visit to the Serpentine Falls which, while not on 
the scale of Niagara, were well worth the visit. 

Then on to Millbrook Winery where we were entertained to a comprehensive tasting of the 
vineyard’s offerings. This was followed by a truly great lunch of several courses served in the 
magnificent dining room with views over the lake and forest. 

After such a comprehensive day of wining and dining, the coach trip home was a very quiet 
affair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    Serpentine Falls             Wine Tasting 

 
     dining in style 

Millbrook Winery Canning River at Avocados	Restaurant 
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VOLCANIC EXPERT TALKS TO PROBUS CLUB OF VASSE ABOUT 
HAWAIIAN ADVENTURES 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

One of the mainstay functions and role in the Professional & 
Business (PROBUS) retirees clubs is that of the Guest Speaker 
Officer. Recently Leah Thomas from the Probus Club of Vasse 
was able to arrange for Bernie Masters to visit the Club and talk 
about his current and close interest in matters volcanic. 

Bernie BSc, Dip Gem, a senior geologist and environmental 
consultant and among other State Government and local roles, is 
a former member of Parliament who served as a member of the 
Legislative Assembly of Western Australia from 1996 to 2005 
representing the seat of Vasse. 

Members of the Vasse Probus Club were totally rapt in Bernie’s 
presentation on his team visits to Hawaii Volcanoes National Park 
on Hawaii Island with specific reference to the active volcanoes 
Kilauea, Mauna Loa and the spectacular lava flows from the 
craters to the sea. 

As an added delight were some wonderful photographs of the many introduced species of 
birdlife, of every colour and shape, that has occurred over many years to the volcanic islands. 

Peter Thomas was delighted to be able to thank Bernie for his most interesting presentation	

	

35 YEARS OF PROBUS 
ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION OF THE  
PROBUS CLUB OF DIANELLA 

INC – 

 JUNE 1984 – JUNE 2019 

On the 10th June the Probus Club of 
Dianella Inc. celebrated its 35th 
anniversary with a special morning tea 
and the ritual cutting of the cake.  This 
honour was bestowed on our most 
senior member, Ray Simpson who has 
been a member for thirty years. 

We were honoured by a visit from 
PAWA. President Marie Bolt who 
participated in the festivities.  We 
would like to thank Marie for taking the 
time and trouble to join us on this 
occasion. 

Our anniversary was also recognised 
by PSPL. who sent us a certificate of 
congratulations and a bunch of festive 
balloons to mark the occasion.  Our 
thanks to PSPL. 

An enjoyable time was had by all and 
we intend to continue on in the Probus 
tradition. 
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FREMANTLE VISITS WHEELCHAIRS FOR KIDS 
 

Recently our club visited the amazing Wheelchairs for Kids (Inc.) in Wangara which 
supplies the wheelchairs to children in impoverished countries. Any words used below 
cannot adequately describe the process or the outstanding work that occurs in the 4 
units of the factory. Manufacturing the chairs was started in 1988 in Cambodia by 

Christian Brother Ollie, now Honorary Rotarian Ollie, the Factory 
Supervisor and later taken on board by the 
Scarborough Rotary Club. The totally 
voluntary organization from the CEO down 
has 200 volunteers rostered to work, with a 
waiting list of further volunteers. The initial 
aim, which has not altered, is to provide 
very sturdy and highly innovative 

wheelchairs for needy kids. Whilst that aim has not changed, the 
finished product has radically been improved to be more innovative to allow multiple 
alterations tailored to fit both a wide variety of disabilities and to allow for a growing 
body. How are these children disabled? There are four reasons; amputations due to 
landmines, war injuries, cerebral palsy and the residual effects of Agent Orange causing 
birth defects to the grandchildren of the Vietnamese wartime residents.  
 
Originally bike wheels were taken from verge pickups but the 
development now has special wheels with solid tyres that are 
immune to punctures. The World Health Organization (WHO) asked 
that chairs be designed to cater for cerebral palsy sufferers who are 
unable to control their arms. An innovative design was developed 
that put strategic bends in the lower frame that encompasses the 
pushing handles and the children can have their arms constrained. 
The picture at right shows the loops just above the wheel. Many of 
the parts have multiple holes drilled so that there are a variety of adjustments possible.  
 
When a wheelchair is packed in a cardboard box, it needs assembly at the destination 
and a full set of illustrated instructions and tools are included. Also in the box are some 

goodies for the recipient and volunteers knit blankets, make 
cuddly toys, and donate pencil cases and other treasures to be 
included in the box. Despite having 17 very generous sponsors 
supplying donations of services, rent subsidies and heavy 
discounts on materials, it costs $200 for the team of volunteers 
to produce each wheelchair. About 350 chairs are made each 
month. So far over 30,000 wheelchairs have been sent to 61 
countries which is a truly remarkable achievement. Many 

Australian companies working overseas on seeing the need of the children, donate 
chairs to their local community. Other benefactors donate money to supply chairs. 
 
There are a very large number of medical personnel and 
organizations worldwide nominating recipients to Wheelchairs for 
Kids. There is a very careful process in place in selecting a recipient 
child based on a medical need. Local people in the various countries 
are trained by Australian physiotherapists to fit and adjust the chairs 
and these Australians visit different countries when needed. Great 
care is taken that corrupt officials do not have the opportunity to “sell” 
the chairs and receive payments. Again, it is impossible to describe the full 
manufacturing process in this brief space. The factory operates four days manufacturing 
the chairs. Due to the noise and safety issues, on a Thursday a small team cut all the 
aluminum parts. The bulk of the parts and the nuts and bolts are accessed from China. 
These parts include the chassis, wheels, seats, trays and so on. All other assembly 
occurs in the one of the four factory units. 
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Above left can be seen the drilling unit where the multitude of parts are drilled in locally 
supplied aluminum. The picture on the left shows CEO Gordon Hudson of Scarborough 
Rotary Club and Factory Supervisor Bro. Ollie Pickett.                                                                    
                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T 
 

 
 

 
The picture on the left shows the type of toys which are included in the box.  
On the right shows a painting on a sea container in the factory complex of a chair being 
used. In one of the factory units was a large storage of cardboard boxes with 
components labelled “Produce of China” and opposite was an equally impressive pile of 
boxed chairs with Produce of Australia. Want to find out more or arrange a tour, google 
“Wheelchairs for Kids” or phone (08)9409 3633 
 

	

 

	

WILLETTON LADIES VISIT ALCOA AND DWELLINGUP 

Our July outing was facilitated by Cascade Tours. After an 
early departure we had morning tea at Serpentine Falls and 
then went to the Alcoa Huntly mine, which is recognized as 
the world’s second largest Bauxite mine supplying ore to 
Pinjarra and Kwinana Alumina refineries. Established in 
1976 it is located near Dwellingup and supplies 
approximately 26 million tonnes of bauxite via a direct 
overland conveying system to the Pinjarra refinery and rail 
to Kwinana alumina refinery. The current crusher is located 
at Myara.  

Our tour guide was most informative telling us many 
interesting facts and anecdotes including points about the 
economic impact on WA, their involvement and 
engagement with community, and importantly the 
environment and sustainability practices developed and 
recognized as world leading in mine rehabilitation.  She 
answered the many questions from those on the bus in a 
clear and down to earth way that all of us could appreciate 
and understand. The tour of the mine site was certainly a 
highlight and very much appreciated by all thirtyfour ladies 
on board.   

From the mine we travelled on to Dwellingup and were 
treated to a delicious surprise “Christmas in July” meal at 
the local hotel. A brief visit to the local craft shop topped off 
a most enjoyable day.  

	

	

	



	 17	

 

 

 
 

BOORAGOON LADIES’ NEWS 
 
The Booragoon Ladies Probus Club had the pleasure of presenting two of our members with 
“Life Membership “ awards.  These ladies, Audrey Anstis and Cleonie Miller have worked in 
various positions on the committee over many years. 
 
Photos show our president Ann Moylan and Vice President Barbara Strahan presenting them 
with Badges and Certificates. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
SOUTH BUNBURY’S 31ST 

BIRTHDAY 
 
South  Bunbury Probus Club celebrated 
its 31st Birthday and the opportunity was 
taken to have our Life Member, June 
Dyer, present Certificates to long term 
members: 
 
Elva Curtis – 5 years:  
Jill & Gerry Mallott -15 Years (Gerry was 
the Club’s first President and Jill was our 
honorary Treasurer, for many years 
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SOUTH PERTH LADIES PROBUS TRIP TO THE SWAN VALLEY AND 
THREE HISTORICAL CHURCHES – 2ND AUGUST 2019 

 
ST MATTHEW’S ANGLICAN CHURCH, GUILDFORD 
 
We left Como at 9.30am in beautiful sunshine and soon arrived at St Matthew’s Anglican Church 
in Stirling Square, Guildford, where we were welcomed by a parishioner and historian, Barbara 
Dundas, and her husband. They had gone to some considerable trouble with setting out chairs 
and a mini stall set with an array of jams, biscuits, lemon butter and posies of violets etc. for sale 
in aid of the church building fund. 
 
Whilst we made our purchases, our cheery bus drivers set up a delicious morning tea with 
homemade cakes and slices. 
 
Barbara had printed off 30 sheets on “Historic Guildford” for us and throughout her talk explained 
how Guildford had performed as the main port for goods ferried up and down the Swan River. 
She also told us that Stirling Square was the oldest planned town square in Australia. She spoke 
of the early beginnings of the new town and how the first church of St Matthew’s was built on a 
plot at the eastern end of Guildford Grammar School Chapel in 1836. The soft mud bricks soon 
fell into disrepair and the church was rebuilt in Stirling Square in 1860. In 1872 that building was 
destroyed by a cyclone and the congregation, with    support of other communities, raised funds 
through concerts and fairs to rebuild the third St Matthew’s church which stands   today. 
 
Following morning tea and Barbara’s informative talk, we were escorted into St Matthew’s where 
we heard of the various features of the church, including an Honour Roll for those fallen during 
WW1. 
 
In 1912 the Commonwealth Government established a Military Remount Depot near the Helena 
River on the south side of Guildford. The town and Stirling Square became very important to that 
time and throughout WW1. In 1913 Guildford commemorated the Centenary of the Artillery and 
Tenth Light Horse. In 1914 the Tenth Light Horse Regiment was formed and the 13th Field 
Engineers established their base together with the Australian Service Corps. Hobbs Gates were 
erected in the square by the City of Swan to honour this connection. The Town War Memorial 
and Memory Gates, which are on the edge of the square, were established in 1920. 
 
The early square had many more garden beds and other features but in time fell away. 
However, it is very well maintained with a good number of very large Sugar Gums surrounding 
the borders. There is a rebuilt reflection pond and other features scattered around the grounds. 
 
Following our time there, we said our goodbyes and thanks to Barbara and her husband. A 
donation of $60.00 was made towards the church building fund, which had been collected form 
our group. 
 
ST MARY’S ANGLICAN CHURCH, MIDDLE SWAN 
 
After a short drive we arrived at St Mary’s Anglican Church, which had been established in 1868. 
The church had been opened up for us prior to arrival and we were free to wander around the 
church and grounds. There are many historical grave sites and headstones surrounding the 
building.  It was then time to head off to The Mallard Duck Restaurant in Henley Brook. 
 
The owner, Alain and his wife Julie, along with their staff served us a superb two course lunch 
which was enjoyed by all. The venue overlooks a pretty lake complete with a variety of water 
birds. 
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ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH, HENLEY BROOK 
 

Only a few minutes’ drive and we were at the oldest church in Western Australia. It was built by 
Richard Edwards between 1838 and 1840. The site is on a small hill overlooking the Swan River 
near the conjunction of the Swan River and Ellen Brook. This site was where Captain James 
Stirling camped during the 1827 exploration of the area. Captain James Stirling was a British 
naval officer and colonial administrator. His enthusiasm and persistence persuaded the British 
Government to establish the Swan River Colony and he became the first Governor and 
Commander-in-chief of Western Australia. 
 
The cemetery that surrounds the church includes the graves of a number of individuals who 
were significant in the development of the colony. Sadly, during the 1950s and 1960s a great 
number of the early graves were destroyed by vandals leaving many unmarked sites. A wall has 
been erected with plaques commemorating some of those destroyed but others were lost 
forever. 
 
In 1929 to mark the centenary of settlement a lichgate was erected to mark the farthest point 
inland that Captain James  Stirling’s 1827 expedition reached. 
 
After a very enjoyable day, our happy group returned to Como at 4.00pm. 
 
 

   
Matthew’s Church, Guildford	 	 					All Saints Anglican Church, Henley Brook 

 

 
Thanking Staff from the Mallard Duck for delicious 
lunch  

 

 

 

Lunch	at	the	Mallard	Duck	
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MARGARET RIVER CELEBRATES ITS 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

On the 22 July 2019, Margaret River Probus Club celebrated their 25th Anniversary.  A 
celebratory luncheon was held at the District Club in Margaret River. PAWA president Marie Bolt 
attended along with Brian Middleton, President of Rotary, and Colin Whiteman, the South West 
Co-ordinator.  Invitations were sent to Probus clubs in the South West area, and to present and 
previous members of Margaret River Probus Club. The lunch was very well attended.   

An information board was displayed giving the history of the club from early beginnings 25 years 
ago and displaying many photographs of members at outings, together with a potted history of 
the club beginnings, and articles from the local paper. There was also a photograph album with 
photos of past and present members.  

 
The above pictures show Margaret River Probus Club President Geoff Woodbridge, PAWA 
President Marie Bolt and Colin Whiteman, South West Co-ordinator:  Doris Arthur, a foundation 
member is shown cutting the cake:  Brian Middleton, President of the Margaret River Rotary 
Club is shown addressing the members on the formation and history of the Margaret River 
Probus Club. 

The lunch was thoroughly enjoyable, with past and present members catching up with old 
friends and making new friends, in the tradition of fun, friendship and fellowship that is Probus.    
A cake was donated for the occasion, and raffles were held.  	

	

																					

	


