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It is with pleasure that I present the March 2020 edition of Probus West.  It is my hope that you will 
enjoy this edition and find the stories varied and interesting.   

ALL clubs, city and country, are invited to submit their news-either by email or post.  Text is to be in 
word format, and less than 300 words.  Photographs must be jpegs.  Please do not send your story 
as a pdf. 

The June edition will close on the 15th May, 2020.  Please forward your contribution to the address 
shown at the bottom of this page.  I look forward to receiving your stories and photographs. 

 

EDITOR:   TRISH FLOYD, 103A STOCK ROAD, ATTADALE WA 6156 

EMAIL:    rpfloyd@westnet.com.au 

 JUNE EDITION CLOSES ON 15TH MAY 2020 

Private and confidential for Probus use only and not to be used for any other purpose 

EAST FREMANTLE CELEBRATES CHRISTMAS 

Our small but growing group of thirty members enjoyed a fantastic evening meal at the Fremantle Yacht Club 
on the 6th of December to celebrate our first club Christmas together. 

It had been a warm day and the outlook from the yacht club overlooking the marina, with sea craft of many 
sizes, was simply stunning.  Our members enjoyed a wonderful buffet of hot dishes, cold meats and salads, 
and a dessert bar  made up of traditional Christmas fare as well as a chocolate fondue.  We were very well 
fed! 

Treasurer, Barbara Wyatt provided Christmas hats, garlands and reindeer antlers for our photos, to add to our 
festive cheer.  It was a happy and celebratory evening to bring to a close our first year in Probus!  

Trish	Floyd	(editor)	



	

	

2	

VICTORIA PARK CELEBRATES ROCKINGHAM’S FORESHORE REDEVELOPMENT AND THE ARTS 

The outing officers must be congratulated for their well-done research in taking the Victoria Park members to 
Rockingham to view the “Castaways Sculpture Awards” displayed on their newly revamped $15.4million dollar 
beach and waterfront.  The prize money for the sculptures totalled $26,000 with Alcoa’s Kwinana Aluminium 
Refinery being the major sponsor.  An extract taken from the sponsor’s message is  “It’s inspiring to see some of 
the artists using aluminium in their sculptures.  Alcoa invented the aluminium industry in 1888 and we continue to 
be a major global aluminium producer.  Aluminium is light, strong, durable, endlessly recyclable---and it looks great 
in sculpture!” 

It was such a pity that the heavens opened and a very chilly and blustery wind blew.  It was cold!  However, those 
who could participate saw a wonderful exhibition on the beachfront, the School ‘s Exhibition on Churchill Park, 
while the first Marquette and Small Sculpture Exhibition were held simultaneously at the Rockingham Arts Centre 
on Kent Street.  All were very accessible and close together.  This latter exhibition fascinated me the most – 
Western Australia has some very talented people.  Although on consideration I was partial to the ducks, the 
pelican and owl beautifully sculptured and welded and I guess, could have been in aluminium! 

This exhibition is open to residents of the City of Rockingham and surrounding districts.  There are no international 
or interstate artists, so the prize money stays within the district promoting the arts.  In all exhibits the artists have 
used a variety of recycled and repurposed materials - they were fantastic. 

The event is a celebration of sustainability and creativity. This year, five primary and five secondary schools within 
the city were involved in the Up-Cycle Art Project.  The project began for students with a visit to the city’s Millar 
Road Landfill Facility to learn about sustainability and recycling.  A professional artist then worked in residence 
with schools to help them create sculptures made with recycled materials.  A total of ten sculptures presented as 
part of the Schools Exhibition were created as a result of this project. 

I am sure most of us ate fish and chips for lunch – for $10.00 that too was fantastic.  

Only the hardiest of us managed to walk to the Catalpa Escape Memorial –most left that piece of history for 
another day.    
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MUNDARING PROBUS LUNCH AT JANE BROOK 

Eight members and one guest had an enjoyable outing to Jane 
Brook Estate vineyard last month.  

The winemaker, Mike Baird, took us through a tasting of seven 
different wines. He pitched at about the right level for our 
existing knowledge.  

After that we had a delicious vineyard lunch with the freshest 
ingredients. The sourdough was genuine sourdough, the pâte 
and terrine excellent, and the salad and other components 
fresh.  

The company was of course, great too. We must do that again.  

 

COLLIE NEWS 

Our tour of the Binningup Desalination Plant was 
appreciated by all who attended. Lunch after the tour 
at the  “Crooked Carrot” was also enjoyed.  
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ATTADALE COMBINED CRUISE THE MURRAY RIVER	

Members of the Attadale Combined Probus Club enjoyed a trip to South 
Australia which included a five night Murray River cruise on the Proud Mary. 

SOUTH BUNBURY CRUISE WITH THE DOLPHINS 

Participants departed the Bunbury Bowling Club at 9.00am and arrived in Mandurah at 10.30am for a scenic 
drive around the Estuary. Morning tea was at Cicerello’s and then it was time to board our tour boat. We were 
greeted with a feed of fish and chips. The tour around the canals and spotting dolphins lasted 1 ¼ hours.  It 
was very interesting and informative and all members thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  We recommend this 
outing. 
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A FAMILY MEMBERSHIP 

There would be many examples of married couples being long serving members of the Probus movement throughout 
Australia and overseas. The Probus Club of Vasse in Western Australia is no exception and is fortunate to have 
several such couples. 

Verna and Fred Chapman is one such couple who live in Busselton.  Verna joined the Vasse Club in June, 1992 after 
having retired as a secretary/accountant and later, an instructor for blind adults. The Probus Club at that time held 
general meetings in the high school library. 

Verna & Fred Chapman pictured at the Christmas 2019 Celebration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verna is the longest serving member of the Probus Club of Vasse, having been a member for 27 years. She carried 
the membership officer’s duties during those early years and has always contributed to the “fun, friendship & 
fellowship” aspirations of her club. Verna is one of two members who currently hold the classification of Honorary 
Membership. 

Her husband, Fred Chapman joined the Vasse Club in May 2005, some 13 years after Verna, and after he had retired 
as a secondary school teacher, having taught at Busselton High School for several years and consequently, is well 
known around Busselton. His other interests include bicycle riding and he has a deep and current interest in the very 
popular, “Busselton Brass” founded in 1871. 

The Probus Club of Vasse wishes all clubs the very best wishes for 2020. 

Booragoon Ladies 
shared with the 
Willetton Ladies 
Probus Club for their 
Christmas lunch at the 
Pagoda Ballroom in 
Como.      It was a 
beautiful venue and 
everyone was happy 
to mix and meet other 
Probus ladies.  We 
had an extensive 
buffet, which catered 
for everyone’s taste. 

BOORAGOON AND WILLETTON LADIES’ 
COMBINE FOR THEIR CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
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BOORAGOON MEN CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS 

Ninety five members and partners of the Men's Probus Club of Booragoon (WA) have again enjoyed a Christmas 
lunch on the 1st floor of the Swan Yacht Club. The yacht club has recently been completely refurbished to a high 
standard and, being situated on the banks of the beautiful Swan River, has outstanding views. 

Our Christmas lunches are always held in December on our usual 3rd Wednesday of the month. As we always do in 
December, the formal meeting was opened and closed in approximately 1 minute before the festivities commenced. 

Following the first course of traditional Christmas fare (those with 
special dietary requirements are always catered for of course), our 
usual Christmas raffle was conducted with all proceeds being returned 
as cash prizes to the lucky winners.  

Dessert was then served and coffee and tea supplied.  This year we 
were entertained by beautiful young soprano, Paris Cusack.  Paris 
delighted her audience with a variety of items including songs from 
musicals and popular classics. 

COMO COMBINED PROBUS CLUB WALKERS VISIT THE CITY 

On the 26th November, the Como Combined Probus Club walking group started their morning walk at the Old 
Mill, South Perth. They boarded the ferry to Elizabeth Quay and walked to Barrack Street Jetty for morning tea. 
It was a 33 degree day and most chose to drink iced coffee before they completed their trip in reverse. 
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COMBINED PROBUS CLUB OF ATTADALE WALKERS IN KINGS PARK 
 
The Combined Probus Club of Attadale walking group visited the Place of Reflection in Kings Park. The area 
opened by Colin Barnett in 2011 was   gifted to the people of Western Australia. It was the vision of five community 
organisations that help people experiencing loss and grief in their lives. This unique site has been created in a 
beautiful secluded setting adjacent to Roe Gardens, to provide a special location for commemoration, hope and 
healing.  People are able to come and remember their loved ones in this special peaceful place. 
 
Our guide Vida Corbett from Soroptimist International of South Perth, lead us along the winding secluded pathways, 
and pointed out the tranquil seating nooks that have been created to be close to nature. They provide stunning  
views over the river and city. 
 
At the end of the walk is the striking open sided Marlee Pavilion which looks out onto a spectacular panorama of the 
Swan River and the Darling Range.  This is a lovely area well worth visiting in Kings Park 

KINGSLEY MENS’ CLUB STARTS THE YEAR WITH A BARBECUE 

The Kingsley Men’s Club started its year with the customary BBQ at the home of President Ken (and 
Leonie) in Gnangara. Wives were present and as you can see from the photograph, all had a good time. 
The Club is looking forward to a good year and will induct a new member at its first general meeting. 
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SOUTH BUNBURY 
CELEBRATES 
CHRISTMAS 

 

The meeting went very well with 
a good attendance of members. 
All joined in the Christmas spirit 
after morning tea, when Elva 
played the piano and Lesley, 
Patsy, and Graeme entertained 
for 20 minutes with old-time 
popular songs, followed by 20 
minutes of traditional Christmas 
Carols.  

After the meeting, 32 members 
departed to the Lord Forrest 
Hotel for Christmas lunch. It 
was a very nice smorgasbord 
lunch consisting of turkey and 
pork, roast vegies, salads and 
bread rolls.  

Sweets were either pavlova or 
plum pudding with brandy 
sauce, and there was no 
shortage of food.  

Lunch was held in the Baron’s 
Room and it was set up very 
nicely. As a Christmas lunch 
venue, it was hard to fault.  

 



	

	
9	

 

FREMANTLE SAIL ON THE STS LEEUWIN  

The Leeuwin Sail   

Our Outings Officers, Peter and Jenny Nailer, organised a sailing trip on the STS Leeuwin and on Sunday 24th 
November 2019, the hardy sailors from the Club boarded the ship at Fremantle for a three hour sail off Rottnest. 

Background: 

Leeuwin (Lioness) was a Dutch galleon that discovered and mapped some of the South West corner of Australia 
in 1622. In this way it became only the seventh European vessel to sight the continent. 

The current STS (Sail Training Ship) Leeuwin II is a tall ship based in Fremantle. It is a three masted barquentine 
built to a design by local naval architect, Len Randall, by Australian Shipbuilding Industries Pty. Ltd. (Now BAE 
Systems Australia). It was launched on 2 August 1986. 

The ship’s overall length is 55 metres, beam 9 metres, and draught of 3.4 metres with a displacement of 344 
tonnes. The main mast is 33 metres tall. The hull is welded steel with a teak deck and when fully rigged the ship 
carries 810 square metres of sail. A full crew consists of 55 people, consisting of 5 permanent crew, up to 10 
volunteers and 40 participants. 

The Sail: 

The ship left Fremantle harbour under power and once it cleared North Mole, the crew began setting the sails in a 
stiff 20 knot southerly. The guests on board were encouraged to assist in hauling up the sails. Not all the sails 
were set, but soon the ship was bowling along at 5.4 knots. 

Some of the club members were invited to try their hand at the ship’s wheel and committed themselves very well. 
The “secret” number was to keep the ship pointed 60 degrees into the wind by deft application of the wheel. 

Some hardy souls even went up the rigging, well protected by safety harnesses, but I observed no club member 
was game enough to try this on. 

The ship’s crew plied all on board with a large quantity of finger food and tea and coffee was available in the 
galley. 

After close to three hours, as we were again close to Fremantle, the ship’s sails were taken down and the final 
approach to the berth was conducted under power. 

All in all, a wonderful day had by all and no one was seasick! 
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At the Christmas meeting in December, the Albany 
Ladies’ Probus Club conferred life membership to long 
term member Margaret Dickinson.  

We all know Margaret and we have marvelled as we 
have gone through good and bad times, that she has 
always remained extremely faithful and reliable to the 
club.  Over many years she has carried out her part by 
ensuring the club has a steady supply of interesting 
speakers, as well as supporting the committee in other 
ways. We appreciate her friendship, her positive 
outlook on life and her ready smile and laugh.   
Margaret has been consistent and willing to participate 
in the club and has contributed greatly to its success. 

 We thank her for this. 

ALBANY LADIES’ CONFER LIFE MEMBERSHIP ON MARGARET 

PROBUS	CLUB	OF	PERTH	(INC)	
The Probus Club of Perth enjoys meeting at the Lake Karrinyup Country Club on the second Tuesday of each 
month. We are able to take advantage of the wonderful venue surrounded by the sounds of nature and the 
wonderfully appointed clubhouse, along with the option of lunch at the conclusion of our meeting. 

The club was originally established as a men only club, but with membership falling to 50 in 2016, it was decided 
to include and encourage membership of ladies. Until 2018, our membership was around 72, but in 2019, we 
grew considerably when we welcomed the members of a nearby club that was about to fold. Admitting that we do 
things slightly differently, we encourage attendance at our meetings, events and outings. Our gender profile is 
now around 45% male. 

We have expanded into several outreach activities this year also. There are several interest groups that meet at 
various locations outside our regular monthly meetings: 

A group of between five and eighteen members meets for coffee once each month. 

The walking group (up to ten members) also meets once per month taking advantage of some of the many 
accessible tracks and trails around the (north) metropolitan area, whilst keeping fit and enjoying the fellowship. 

A group of interested people (sixteen members) meets weekly at a local library for Mahjong and with the 
enthusiasm of the convenor, additionally they meet for lunches and social occasions. 

A smaller group of about five members have embarked on a painting group.  This is necessarily small because 
they are currently located on the verandah of a member’s home while looking for a more permanent location.  

Another group are commencing a book club and several titles have been suggested, which are currently being 
evaluated. 

Further suggestions of interest groups have been mooted, but the first priority for each is a convenor – we have in 
mind a wine and/or a beer appreciation group, also a movie group and maybe a computer group where we can 
demystify the daily usage of our electronic marvels. We shall see what eventuates over the coming year! 

We have two very active social activities officers, one who concentrates on day outings, the other on evening 
events. These outings are usually well attended and enjoyed by many members. 

          Cont. page 12 
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One of the regular items on our agenda is to hear from members about their previous exploits, which encompass such 
an enormous field of endeavour and attainment that I am frequently amazed at the interests and achievements within 
the membership.  

We enjoy visits from probians from other clubs and try to visit other clubs to gain insight into additional activities we 
may undertake, as well as meeting a diverse group of interesting people. The variety of activities and ethos of each 
club is amazing. Certainly, the themes of friendship, fun and fellowship are foremost in the minds of members from all 
areas of our city, offering an almost infinite range of interests, conversation and expertise.	

PAWA COMING EVENTS 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF PAWA -  Tuesday, 31 March 2020 

 Registrations start from 10.00am for 11.00 AGM 

 The Annual General Meeting of PAWA will be held at Swan Yacht Club   This venue is terrific-
nice room and scintillating views of the Swan River. The PAWA Secretary has already advised 
clubs that one member per club may attend free of charge.  

Closing date for Registrations is Friday,  21st March, 2020 

Consider standing for Committee?  For further information contact : 

   President  Marie Bolt    0407195629  

  Secretary  Anne Scott    0491 472 669  

  Treasurer  Sandy Clarkson   0424 728 080  

 

PAWA INFORMATION DAYS 

These sessions provide useful information about Probus, and about running your club-
particularly useful for those who are new to committee work, or starting a new position on your 
club’s committee.  

 

South Metro  Monday, 4th May 2020    Swan Yacht Club, East Fremantle    

North Metro  Friday, 8th May 2020  Yokine BowlingClub 

South West   Wed. 6th May 2020           Lighthouse Resort, Bunbury  

 

Please refer to News and Notes for further information. 


