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I have enjoyed compiling the interesting and varied stories from Probus Clubs throughout 
our State.  Share your fun, friendship and fellowship  with other clubs!   

All clubs, city and country, are invited to submit their news-either by email or post.  Text is to be in 
word format, and less than 300 words.  Photographs must be jpegs.  Please do not send your story 
as a pdf.  The December edition closes on November 15.   

PROBUS WEST EDITOR: TRISH FLOYD, 103A STOCK ROAD, ATTADALE WA 6156 

EMAIL:    rpfloyd@westnet.com.au  

TELEPHONE:      089 3306149 

 DECEMBER EDITION CLOSES ON 15TH NOVEMBER 2020 

Private and confidential for Probus use only and not to be used for any other purpose 

Trish	Floyd	(editor)	

MEET	YOUR	PAWA	COMMITTEE	FOR	2020/21	

PRESIDENT COLIN WHITEMAN   SECRETARY Joan Kidd,  ASSISTANT SECRETARY, NEWS AND 
NOTES EDITOR, Barry Tanner  TREASURER Sandy Clarkson,  ASSISTANT TREASURER Anna 
Whiteman.   

 COMMITTEE MEMBERS are:   Helen Hardy, Ian Murray, Peter Olney, Ed Reed, Peter Wesley and 
Winston Marsh,  IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT Marie Bolt.   

Although we have been able to cover all positions except VICE PRESIDENT, we still welcome anyone 
who would like to join the committee. More than half of the members of Probus in WA are females, yet 
they are under represented on the Committee. Come on ladies. If you think you might join why not 
come along to a committee meeting. We meet on the first Thursday of the month at the Piney Lakes 
Centre, Leach Highway, Murdoch starting at 9.45am.   It is a delightful venue with no parking problems. 
Let the Secretary know  (0439 611 119) or email  secretary@probus.org.au if you are coming.  
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BOORAGOON MENS’ JACK TAYLOR CELEBRATES 100 YEARS OF AGE 

The Men's Probus Club of Booragoon (WA) is currently in recess because of Covid-19. However, this did not prevent 
members from celebrating the 100th birthday of our much valued member Jack Taylor. 
 
Members' greetings were accumulated on-line for inclusion in a birthday card which was presented to Jack on the day 
by President Ron Hetherington and Life Member Norm Kidd who has been a friend for over 60 years. 
 
This was followed by a surprise drive past at Jack's retirement village by an outstanding turnout of members, who 
drove their decorated cars and waved and honked in a long procession. 
 
A most spectacular and heartfelt accolade for an impressive achievement that carries our wishes for many more to 
come. 
 
Photos show the presentation, and Jack acknowledging one of the passing cars. 
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MANJIMUP’S FIRST OUTING SINCE 
MARCH A HUGE SUCCESS 

Twenty five Manjimup club members and four guests 
celebrated the chance to have an outing under the new 
rules on Friday, 26th June at Club 52 in Deanmill Social 
Clubrooms. The occasion was a 60’s themed lunch and 
the late celebration of our club’s 12th Birthday.  Some 
members found a few items of vintage clothing but as 
one member said , “ I can’t actually remember what I 
wore and if I did, I’m sure they wouldn't fit me anymore”. 
Elaine brought bloomers from Maurie’s souvenir box! 
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GERALDTON’S	SUPPORT	OF	THEIR	
LOCAL	COMMUNITY	

For several months now, Geraldton 
Probus Club has been active in visiting 
local cafes and restaurants to support 
these businesses, as they strive to 
return to normal business. 

We have received positive replies from 
the owners, and they have appreciated 
our support. 

Our visit to Walkaway commenced with 
a stop at the Ellendale Pool, a pleasant 
stopover just 20km from Walkaway, with 
facilities for camping. The pool also 
provides an area suitable for children to 
canoe. 

Our first stop in Walkaway was at the 
Moorview Nursery.  Here we had a 
number of photographs taken of our 
Probus group. We then submitted the 
photographs to our local newspaper, 
together with relevant copy, and this 
was subsequently published to tell local 
readers our story of supporting local 
businesses. 

We then proceeded to the local historic 
Walkaway Tavern, where we enjoyed a 
typical country lunch and hospitality. 

Our “Invasion” ended with a visit to the 
Walkaway Railway museum. 

COME TO MULLEWA 

At the moment we have orchid’s popping up everywhere! When you walk on our Wildflower Walk or 
Bushland Walk trails, keep an eye out for pink biodegradable tape in trees and shrubs, they indicate there 
is an orchid in close proximity.  Spider, Robust Snail, Donkey and Blue Beard/Fairy Orchids are the most 
popular in our area. There is an abundance of Eremophilas flowering as well as Hakea and Thryptomene 
species, the Acacias are budding up ready for an early August explosion of colour!  Recent rains have got 
the everlastings started and there are buds everywhere; the Wreath flowers are getting lovely and big and 
should also start budding up, so August and September are looking good! On the fauna front, Echidnas are 
often found wandering across the rural dirt roads in our area, Kangaroos are always around and the odd 
Emu can be seen in the early mornings, but it’s the Red-tail Black Cockatoos presence that really gets us 
excited as they seem to herald the rain. Wilroy Nature Reserve is a real hotspot for the bird watchers, as is 
Noondamurra Pool on the Northern Loop Drive Trail. Where there is water, there are birds. 

In town our beautiful Monsignor Hawes built church, Our Lady of Mt Carmel and the Priest House Museum 
are open 7 days 10:30am-12:30pm, and just out of town, Mass Rock is a beautiful place where Monsignor 
Hawes carved an altar in the rock and gave Mass to the local Yamaji people . 

Our Visitor Centre is open Mon-Fri 9am-4pm and you can contact us for information on (08) 9961 1500 or 
you can visit our website http://visitmullewa.com.au for local information. 
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New	Committee	2020:	Left	to	
Right	
Diane Thomson (Outings)  
Merle Burge (Treasurer) 
Jean Wilde (Asst Outings)  
Angie Dickens (Hostess) 
Helen Hardy (Membership)  
Rosemary Ledder (Newsletter) 
Hilary Lawrence (Speakers) 
Sue Heal (Secretary)  
Wendy Ball (Welfare/Liaison)  
Marlene Percy (President	

Induction of Kerry Crook and Ros Stone 
by President Marlene Percy 

Mum,	Dad	You	can’t	go	to	the	disco!	

 
Covid Humour 

 
In an unsettling reversal of my 

teenage years, I am yelling at my 
parents for going out. 

	

SHOALWATER LADIES CLUB 
Coping and keeping in touch during lockdown  

Like all Probus Clubs I am sure you have or had your own way of managing during lockdown. 

At Shoalwater Ladies Club we just squeezed our AGM in and appointed our new committee when wham – Lock 
Down. 

As the newly appointed Newsletter Editor I was not sure how long it would be before I could produce my first edition, 
however, I thought why not go ahead anyway and my first Newsletter went out to members by email and snail mail in 
April…Before Covid our Newsletter was given out at our General meetings, now that we are back out of lockdown - 
everyone on email continues to receive it this way and those not on email, at the General meeting. (saving paper) 
The contributions from members flowed in during lockdown and everyone loved still being in touch with their Probus 
friends 

 

On our return on 24th July the turnout of members was far better than expected with 41 members in 
attendance and 7 visitors.  We also had 2 induction and our current membership is 71, with 3 life members.  



	

	
6	

 
 

 

GERALDTON PROBUS CLUB VISITS KALBARRI 

Some members of the Geraldton  Probus Club committee conducted a preview of the magnificent new attraction in the 
Kalbarri National Park prior to our club making a two day visit in September. 

The Skywalk is located quite close to the well known attraction "Natures Window".  There is a bitumen road throughout 
the park drive and the car park is just one minute’s walk from the Skywalk. A new refreshment kiosk is also operated at 
the Skywalk. A "must see" for Probians travelling to the Mid-West   This new attraction has the "wow" factor!! 

APPLECROSS-ATTADALE LADIES CLUB 
 
Who would have thought the year would unfold like this.  
An innocently routine Annual General meeting held in 
March with a new President and committee falling into a 
unprecedented year never before experienced in the whole 
world, affecting every man, women and child.  

Coping with this event set our members in various 
directions. Having knee surgery with time for recovery, 
cleaning out cupboards etc etc.  We sent email youtubes 
around and light hearted bulletins to members from our 
club’s editor and secretary. Of course morning teas, when 
group social distancing became allowable, resumed at the 
coffee shop. 
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The Probus Club of Perth was very lucky to hold its AGM in the week prior to the imposition of restrictions.  Having a 
new committee was both a blessing and a problem with the necessary changes to signatories at the bank, and the 
communication channels not being well established before the restrictions were applied. 

Our luck continued having a Welfare Officer who wrote weekly letters of engagement which were circulated to all 
members. These letters included  interesting videos, jokes, news, suggestions for activities, notes of members who 
had been contacted regarding their health, and tips on staying healthy. 

We took the opportunity of lifted restrictions to re-establish our coffee mornings at a very attractive open space, with all 
participants (about 15) bringing their own coffee (some even brought cakes to share), sitting in camp chairs with plenty 
of space available to spread our wings and maintain distancing requirements. This was a very pleasant event, which 
heralded the opportunity to re-engage with our friends at Probus. After further relaxation of restrictions (groups of less 
than 20 persons), we also recommenced our book club, meeting at the homes of members and again enjoying the 
fellowship of Probus . The Mahjong group met at the home of a member, taking over a room in the house, carefully 
arranged to fulfill the requirements of social distancing, the walking group scarcely missed a beat and the art group 
soon followed. 

Since then we have been able to meet on several coffee mornings, two more book club meetings, weekly meets for 
Mahjong and art and when our venue re-opened, two monthly meetings with very interesting speakers, and even an 
excursion for a (late) Christmas in July. 

Our thoughts are with our friends in Victoria whose experience is not as positive as our own. We certainly hope that 
the current situation is going to be short lived and that they will soon be able to resume their activities, enjoying the 
company of like-minded Probians, both within their State and across our wonderful country. 

The Probus Club of Perth is flourishing with further increases in membership and several interest groups operating to 
enhance the fellowship, friendship and fun for our members. We hope that all clubs within Western Australia will 
resume their activities in the near future. 

THE COMBINED PROBUS CLUB OF ATTADALE PICNIC 
 
It was an exceptionally warm winter day in late July when members of the Combined Probus Club of Attadale 
gathered for a picnic at Kadidjiny Park in Melville. 

The Club is very fortunate to have Outing Organisers with exceptional weather forecasting skills, and yet again 
they succeeded in choosing the perfect day for an outdoor gathering. 

Members enjoyed their lunch relaxing, chatting and catching up with friends in the warm sunshine on an idyllic 
winter day in the tranquil park.  This was another popular outing enjoyed by everyone looking forward to another 
picnic with good weather permitting. 
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SOUTH BUNBURY CELEBRATES 32 YEARS 

It was just fantastic to have our Probus family back together on the 17th of July; especially since it was our 32nd 
Anniversary Meeting. Well done to all who have led and steadied the club, through the years. With special thanks 
to Lesley and Gerry, who led the amalgamation of the two clubs twelve years ago. 

Lesley inducted a new member, Dennis Craig, and awarded a 20 year certificate to our centenarian, Norm.  
Welcome Dennis and warm congratulations to Norm: 

Additionally, Lesley presented Certificates of Membership to Carol for 5 years, and to Lesley for 15 years.   
Graeme, and Lesley congratulated our Life Member, June on 30 year’s membership.  June and Lesley then 
proceeded to cut the Anniversary Cake: 

After the formalities, Elva played the piano and led us in a sing-a-long. Of course, the ever-reliable John	managed 
to give us a belly laugh with his jokes. 
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WILDFLOWERS IN THE MULLEWA DISTRICT IN 2020 

Any visitors to the Mid-West who are not familiar with this area should, as a first stop visit Geraldton’s  St. Francis 
Cathedral, and the Monsignor Hawes Heritage Centre. 

Here you will find the best presentation of the life of Monsignor Hawes and it provides a great background and 
understanding in preparation for your visit to the Mullewa area. 

As a result of our recent inclement weather the wildflower season is somewhat unpredictable this year. However, 
consistent opinion from Mullewa locals on the ground, indicate the period 24th August to 15th September could well 
provide the best of the Wildflowers. 

The Wreath flower is just about to “come to life "and it should be at its best around the last weekend in August.      
There are already massive displays of Everlastings at Tenindewa (just outside Mullewa on the Geraldton-Mt. Magnet 
road) and also at Lovers Lane in Mullewa, Mass Rock and at the Waterfall. 

Visitors travelling now will not be disappointed and other Wildflowers can be found...but you need to enjoy a walk 
around the Everlastings and the search is part of the fun of discovering! 

Grace and Emma, at the Mullewa Visitor Centre are very experienced and have information at their fingertips.    They 
can be contacted on 0899611500. 

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel church and the Priesthood museum is an important part of the Monsignor Hawes story and is 
well worth a visit. 

And just next door to the Visitor Centre we discovered another highlight of our visit, and that was a “Pop up” exhibition 
by well-known local wildflower artist Helen Ansell.    Helen, is well known throughout the   Mid-West and this exhibition 
will last during August and September.    Helen Ansell has exhibited a large portfolio of her original paintings and 
supports this with prints of many of her paintings    Her work is displayed at many art exhibitions around Australia, on-
line and overseas. Her website www.helenansell.com and her Facebook page are worth a visit.     The Exhibition is 
supported by local artisans.   Morning tea with local Mullewa treats is available.   Entry is free.  

The Inspirations Motel is also close by, and is recommended for light lunches. 

For the many followers of the Wreath flower, the journey to Pindar from Mullewa is approximately 30km. 

The Old Pindar Hotel serves morning tea and lunches 10am to 4pm but you may need to phone ahead as this venue is	
often booked out with touring buses. 

Enjoy your visit to the Mid-West and Travel Safe! 
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THE COMBINED PROBUS CLUB OF SCARBOROUGH BEACH LIFE MEMBER LES 
WEARNE’S STORY 

Life Membership was awarded to Les Wearne on the 10th of October 2018.   He is the first Life member of the 
Combined Probus Club of Scarborough Beach. 

Les Wearne was a member of the steering committee set up by the Rotary Club of Scarborough to guide the 
formation of the Probus Club. He was also a Foundation member of the Probus Club. When Les was asked in 2009 
then aged 90 if he would be the inaugural Treasurer of the Probus Club he had no hesitation in accepting. Les 
continued as Treasurer in 2010/11 and in 2012/2013 he was the Probus Club’s Welfare Officer. 

Over the last seventy five years Les has been involved in a wide range of organisations many times in a position of 
leadership and Community Service. 

Les is the sole surviving Charter member of the Rotary Club of Scarborough which he helped establish in 1956. Les 
served as the Service Director of the Club in its inaugural year 1956/57, Vocational Service Director in 1957/58, 
Vice President in 1959/60 and President in 1960/61 and served in a number of roles until 1996. 

He was Rotary District Governor of District 245 in 1969-70 covering the whole of WA. 

In 1984, Les Wearne was the driving force behind the establishment of the Rotary Club of Scarborough Beach 
which was subsequently chartered on the 4th of September 1984 and for the first twelve months, Les was the 
mentor of the new club. 

On the 15th of April 1978 he was made a Paul Harris Fellow and on the 7th August 2016 the Rotary Club of 
Scarborough presented Les with a Paul Harris Fellow with 3 Sapphires, a rare honour. 

Les was President of the Real Estate Institute of Western Australia in 1965-67, a Life Member, Hon. Treasurer for 
many years and Deputy President of the Real Estate Institute of Australia in 1978.  

In 2013, in Canberra, Les was the recipient of the Real Estate Institute of Australia President’s Award for 
Excellence, the highest annual award. Les was a dedicated and committed member of REIWA’S Archiving 
Committee since 2011 for the 2018 Centenary.  

On the subject of history, it is interesting to note that Les has authored three books. The first “Wearne Little 
Connection” on his family history, not only his family connection but the background on where they came from, 
particularly ancestors from Cornwall and Scotland. Another book, the “Autobiography of Les Wearne” and then the 
“Gibbon Affair and No Monkey Business”, which is about Les’ time during WW2 in the Air Force in Canada. Whilst in 
Canada Les met and married a Canadian school teacher, the late Elspeth Gibbon (a marriage of 72 years). Elspeth 
arrived in Perth as a war bride in 1945 and they settled in Scarborough where they raised a family of five. 

Les has attended nearly all meetings of the Scarborough Beach Probus Club since inception and had been happily 
involved until the end of 2019. In acknowledgment of his excellent contribution to the Probus Club and more widely 
to community life in Western Australia, Les well deserves his Life Membership of the Combined Probus Club of 
Scarborough Beach 

	

Paul Druitt(left) visits Life member Les Wearne at his 
home a few weeks before his 101st Birthday on the 
27th of August. 
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SPONSORS 

Free Activities and Information day for over 50’s  
Be Prepared to “Have a GO”  
Featuring Activities, Clubs/Groups, Seniors & Commercial Agencies 
08 9492 9773 www.srcwa.asn.au 
Free tea, coffee & bottled water available all day 
Food Vendors in attendance. 
Remembrance Day Observance Ceremony. 

 FREE Shuttle Bus Service Burswood Train Station  FREE Parking at Crown and Surrounding Carparks  

Burswood Park 9.00am to 3.00pm, Great Eastern Highway 

PATRON:  
The Honourable Kim Beazley AC,  
Governor of Western Australia 

PAWA	committee	member	Helen	Hardy	is	co-ordinating	the	Probus	stand	for	Have	a	Go	
Day	2020.		She	has	asked	me	to	include	the	above	flyer	so	that	clubs	can	mark	the	date	
in	their	diaries.			
	

BOORAGOON MEN COME OUT OF LOCK DOWN 

The Men's Probus Club of Booragoon (WA) has been in recess from March to July inclusive. We are pleased to 
announce that we have now had our August meeting, which incorporated our somewhat delayed AGM.  Coincidentally 
it also coincided with the club's 30th Anniversary. 
 
Of course we adopted the required protocol of hand sanitizer and social distancing. It was a most enjoyable event to 
get together again. We were also blessed with an excellent speaker and our usual beautiful morning tea. The latter 
was provided by our equally beautiful tea Ladies, Audrey and Cleone, who excelled themselves. The photos show our 
Immediate Past President Geoff and our new President Ron who finally received his Chain of Office, and the said tea 
ladies.  


